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A blast from the past — two friends meet again
As PPH Personal Care resident 

Naomi Johnson browsed through 
the community’s resident direc-
tory one day, she saw a name that 
brought her back many years — 
Jane Fendell.

“Is this the same Jane?" she won-
dered.

That Jane was a girl by the name 
of Jane Waetjen, one of Naomi’s 
closest friends growing up in the 
Olney section of Philadelphia. They 
attended school together from 1st 
to 12th grade — McClure Elemen-
tary, Cook Junior High, and Olney 
High School. The two young girls 
became friends at a young age and 
stayed friends through adolescence 
and into early adulthood.

“We would go to the movies on 
a Friday or Saturday night,” Naomi 
said.

Afterwards, the girls would stop 
at a diner for a grilled cheese sand-
wich and a Coke. As they departed, 
Naomi would run home as Jane 
watched from afar. 

And when Jane was set to marry 
Frank Fendell in 1947, she asked 
Naomi to be one of her brides-
maids.

As often happens in life, the two 
friends drifted apart. Marriage (Nao-

mi married an Air Force pilot a few 
years later), children, and the pas-
sage of time can do that, especially 
prior to the benefits of modern 
technology which makes it is easier 
to stay connected.

Some time passed from the day 
Naomi saw the name Jane Fendell 
in the directory, until one day, she 
saw a woman sitting at a table. She 
instantly knew that it was her child-
hood friend.

“I recognized her right away!” 
Naomi said with excitement, even 
though she had not seen Jane in 
several decades. 

“Years!” she exclaimed, when 

asked of the last time she saw Jane.
Unfortunately, Jane’s memory 

has faded, and while Jane did smile 
when Naomi attempted to intro-
duce herself, the two were unable 
to properly reunite.

But Naomi still thought about 
her friend down the hall. She remi-
nisced about the young girl she 
grew up with and stood by her side 
on her wedding day as young adults.

Earlier this year, Naomi was in 
PPH’s Social Hall with visiting family, 
and Jane was across the room with 
her son. Naomi pointed out her old 
friend to her family, and that’s when 

Jane Fendell 
(center) on her 
wedding day in 
1947 with her 
bridesmaids, 
which includes  
Naomi  
Johnson 
(second from 
right). Jane and 
Naomi are both 
PPH residents, 
recently re-
united after los-
ing touch many 
years ago.

Reunited >> Page 8



Sharise Paul is likely the first face 
you see when you walk into PPH's 
main entrance.  

You'll find her at the front desk on 
weekdays, a position she's occupied 
since April. And so far, she's felt 
welcomed by the PPH family.

“Everyone has been very nice and 
sweet,” she said. 

The job of front desk reception-
ist involves more than just greet-
ing guests and taking phone calls, 
though Sharise’s friendly demeanor 
and smile (behind the mask) cer-
tainly go a long way in the excellent 
customer service that PPH strives 
for.

She greets staff, residents, and 
guests; answers phones; checks 
in visitors (including temperature 
checks, a COVID-19 protocol); regu-
larly communicates with the Secu-
rity team as guests arrive; and keeps 

the resident directory updated. 
Sharise is from North Philadel-

phia — she graduated from Bodine 
High School and studied Business 
Administration at Peirce College. 

She spent some time working at a 
law firm, which unfortunately closed 
down a few months after COVID-19 
hit. Her friend Lydia Fonseca, PPH's 
Independent Living move-in coordi-
nator, recommended PPH's opening 
at the front desk. Sharise decided to 
give it a shot — she applied, came in 
for an interview, and ultimately was 
offered the job!

When asked what she likes most 
so far about PPH she said — “the 
people" — residents and staff alike.

She noted that everyone is not 
only kind, but take genuine interest 
in one another. 

Working at the front desk requires 
the ability to multi-task and think 

quickly — Sharise can often be seen 
taking or directing a phone call and 
at the same time holding a ther-
mometer to someone's forehead as 
they sign in for the day.

She says that everyone through-
out the community — residents, 
staff, and guests — help make PPH 
a place she wants to be. 

When she is not working, the 
Juniata resident likes to read, and 
often comes back up to Northeast 
Philly to take walks in Pennypack 
Park with her two dogs — a pitbull 
and a Jack Russell terrier.

As for her first few months at the 
front desk, she is more than glad to 
be there and part of the PPH family.

“This is a pleasant place to be,” 
she said.

Sharise was named PPH's August 
Employee of the Month! To view her 
photo, see page 4. 

Front desk receptionist does it all

Special guest speaker Al Vernac-
chio conducted a presentation on 
June 29 at PPH in honor of Pride 
Month — Alphabet Soup: Making 
Sense of LGBTQ+ Identities.

Vernacchio, who has an MSeD 
in Human Sexuality Education, 
explained the meaning of each 
letter in LGBTQ+ as well as three 
defining ingredients: the brain, the 
mind, and (metaphorically) the 
heart.

Pastor Jack Price opened the 
ceremony.

"I don't imagine we'll answer 
all the questions today, but we 
can begin by listening, by sharing 
honest questions, and by seeking 
understanding of these issues as 
clearly as possible," he said.

After the presentation, Vernac-
chio held a short Q&A segment 
with PPH residents. Throughout 
the presentation and the Q&A, 
he explained that there is plenty 
of ongoing discourse on various 
issues and that through research, 

new definitions are often being 
developed. Most importantly, he 
explained that it's OK to show cu-
riosity, but it's not OK to be disre-
spectful. 

"It's OK to ask questions and to 
be curious as long as you're non-
judgmental while doing it," he said.

"You don't have to completely 
understand someone to respect 
and love them."

Nathaniel Lehman of Social 
Services closed the ceremony by 
reminding residents that PPH's 
Social Services is an ally of the 

LGBTQ+ community.
"The conversation does not have 

to stop here," he said, encourag-
ing residents that if they have any 
questions or concerns, they can go 
to Social Services for clarification 
or assistance.

To view the presentation, visit 
PPH's YouTube page. You can find 
it by searching "PPH Family."

If you'd like to learn more from 
Al Vernacchio, you can visit his 
website - www.alvernacchio.com 
or email him at alvernacchio@
gmail.com.

Guest speaker gives LGBTQ+ presentation

Above, Lawndale Manor resident Marge Sexton — who helped with design 
and direction for the program — listens on as sexuality educator Al Vernac-
chio conducts his presentation. Right, Pastor Jack Price opens the ceremony.
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★ James McPhillips moved to PPH 
from the lower Mayfair section of Phila-
delphia, the same area where he was 
raised. He graduated from Cardinal 
Doughtery High School, was in the Navy, 

and worked for many years as a mail carrier.
He is a train enthusiast — he belongs to various rail-

road societies. He also enjoys fishing and has visited 
lighthouses throughout the Mid-Atlantic and New 
England areas. 

New to PPH

Resident profile: A young boy's ambition is fulfilled
By Lawrence H. Geller
Alpha Manor resident

 
The varied ambitions of young 

boys to become cowboys, police-
men, or even astronauts eventually 
fades with reality. 

Not so with Alpha Manor resident 
Stephen Johnson. As a young boy in 
eighth grade, he knew he wanted to 
be a minister, and a Lutheran minis-
ter he became. 

"I just liked church and had an 
innate desire to improve humanity," 
he says. 

So he went for it. Both his parents 
provided excellent examples of the 
hard work necessary to achieve wor-
thy goals. 

"My father — growing up in rural 
Wisconsin — never saw a lightbulb 
until he went to live with relatives in 
order to attend high school."

Talk about humble beginnings. His 
father eventually graduated from 
the University of Wisconsin with a 
degree in Electrical Engineering. 

"And my mother, who only spoke 
Swedish until she entered grade 
school," continued Stephen, "even-
tually received a graduate degree in 
Interior Decorating from Columbia 
University." 

Given his hard-working paren-

tal role models, it was not totally 
surprising he chose Northwestern 
University.

 "It was a good choice in more 
ways than one," he said with a smile 
on his face, looking over at his lovely 
wife.

"That's where I met Joan,” who 
would eventually become his wife 
and the mother of their three chil-
dren.

 Upon graduation, Stephen was off 
to Yale for a master's in Theology. 

Now he was ready to pursue his 
childhood quest "to improve hu-
manity," which found him in Con-
necticut helping to build the first 
church in that community, raising 
the membership five-fold in a few 
years. 

His next mission took him to a 
church built before the Civil War in 
Easton, Pa. Given a significant indi-
gent population in Easton, Stephen 
started a lunch program utilizing the 
large basement in the church. Un-
fortunately, "there was a backlash 
amongst the old timers who were 
not in favor." A meeting was held, 
but despite Stephen's best efforts, 
the vote was to stop the program. 

 "Efforts to improve humanity 
don't always go smoothly." he said. 

Disheartened, Stephen eventually 

left. After a few other 
missions, including a 
chaplaincy at Upsala 
College, he went to 
Princeton Seminary for 
a doctorate in Ministry. 

The Lutheran church 
hierarchy "then challenged [him] to 
start a church in an old mill town in 
Gastonia, N.C." 

Now starting a new church is no 
easy task, but Stephen was game for 
trying. Going door-to-door, he even-
tually built a congregation of more 
than 100 members, most of whom 
had never been to church before. 

During retirement, he and Joan 
became active in caring for the HIV 
(AIDS) community in Tega Cay, S.C. 

In his spare time, he volunteered 
with the "Cove Keepers," an environ-
mental group whose purpose was 
"to protect the water shed." When 
developers violated environmental 
regulations, Stephen took pictures 
to the newspapers and "got action." 

 He also worked with the black 
ministry by becoming a volunteer 
minister in the AME Zion church. 

 Stephen is too modest to say 
he did much to fulfill his childhood 
dream "to improve humanity." 

 But the record speaks for itself, 
wouldn't you say?

As of August, Lawndale Manor resident Patricia 
Coyne will no longer be playing the piano evenings 
from the Social Hall (channel 57).  She shared the 
following:   

"Once the distancing mandates were enacted at 
the end of March 2020, I started playing the piano in 
the Social Hall seven evenings a week and broad-

casting it on PPH TV57.  Over time this dropped 
down to five, four, etc — and most recently just 
Tuesday and Wednesday evenings.

"I thoroughly appreciated your sharing your time 
with me each evening you may have tuned in, and 
hope that within the broad selection of songs, there 
were ones you enjoyed hearing. The last piece I 
played each night was "Auf Wiedersehen Mein Leib" 
(Goodbye, darling) — so  I'll bid you all that now.” 

Piano with Patricia

Stephen 
Johnson
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Happy 60th Anniversary!

   

  

For employee 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact  
Janice Aouta 
at 8193 or 
jaouta@pph-
family.org.

Employee of the Month
Sharise Paul

Sharise started with PPH Securi-
ty Department in April of this year 
as the front-desk receptionist. She 
is pleasant and always willing to 
help residents and staff. 

Congratulations Sharise!
Thank you for doing “Whatever it 

takes.”
For more on Sharise, see page 2. 

PPH Personal Care resident Palma Berenato celebrated her 100th birthday in July with 
many of her family members. Palma has been living at PPH since 2019. She enjoys a hot 
cup of coffee and reading the newspaper every morning. Known as beloved  
"Auntie Pam" to many nieces and nephews, "she has always been there for anybody 
who needed anything," said Pat, her sister-in-law, alluding to Palma's kindness and 
willingness to help family over the years. 
Palma is one of 15 centenarians currently living at PPH, many who were profiled in the 
June issue of REACH.

Happy 100th birthday, Palma!

On July 9, 1961,  a gallon of gas was around 30 cents, the #1 
song was "Quarter to Three" by Gary U.S. Bonds, and the #1 
movie was The Parent Trap. Most importantly, Emil and Patri-
cia Scharer were married on that day!
The proud PPH couple celebrated their 60th wedding anniver-
sary on July 9. PPH's Pathways team helped set the ambiance, 
decorating the room with flowers and memories the two have 
shared over the past 60 years. 
Happy 60th wedding anniversary, Emil and Patricia!
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For volunteer 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact Carol 
Cherrington at 
8027 or  
ccherrington@
pphfamily.org.

Congratulations to Frank O’Neill, of Lawn-
dale Manor, who is the “Volunteer of the 
Month” for August 2021. In the short time that 
Frank has been a PPH volunteer, he has cer-
tainly proven to be a valuable volunteer.  Frank 
loves to walk, which fits just perfectly for deliv-
ering packages and mail. He is always happy to 
help wherever help is needed.  Thanks Frank, 
you are an asset to our volunteer program.

Volunteer of the Month
Frank O'Neill

BBQ brings PPH residents together

Butterfly ReleaseWise Class

Wreath Crafting was one of the many wise classes 
conducted at PPH this summer. Led by Volunteer 
Coordinator Carol Cherrington, attendees made 
beautiful wreaths for their apartments.

Pathways residents Marilyn  
Sylvester and Ken Venuti were 
two of many residents to take 
part in a butterfly release this 
summer.

PPH held a BBQ for residents on June 30 and a BBQ for Personal Care and Pathways 
residents on July 21. The cookouts were slated to be held outdoors, but were moved inside 
due to the hot weather. Residents enjoyed burgers, hot dogs, corn on the cob, and cooled 
off with some water ice.

Balloon 
Buddies

Many of our Personal 
Care, Chapters and 
Pathways residents 
received love in the way 
of balloon buddies!
From top to bottom: 
Ruth Beaucheane, 
Regina Dormer, Ethel 
Osinski and George 
Hunter.
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Guardian Angels of the Art Studio; welcoming move-in coordinator
PPH recognized three Guardian 

Angels earlier in July, two from the 
Environmental Services department 
and one from the Sales & Marketing 
department! 

Alpha Manor resident Ron Hugo 
chose to honor Rose Colligan and 
Elizabeth Cruz for their efforts and 
dedication to the art studio inside 
the ACE Center, a place Ron spends 
a lot of time working on various art 
projects.

“Rose and Elizabeth did an excel-
lent job and showed much pa-
tience and dedication to make sure 
everything was just right for the 
studio — a place near and dear to 
my heart.  The art studio has always 
been a place of great comfort for 
me to carry out one of my passions, 
and their commitment to do their 
job with such excellence makes a 
difference.”

New PPH Personal Care resident 
Angela Emanuele recognized PC 
Move-In-Coordinator Mary Barger-
huff for making Angela feel welcome 
and comfortable as she moved and 
settled into her new home. Angela 
thanked Mary for the effort and 
creativity she put into neatly arrang-
ing her room before she arrived and  
showing her around the community. 
She said she has felt warm and wel-
comed from the day she moved in.

"I am so happy our paths met...I 
welcome her into my life as if she 

was my family," Angela said. 
A Guardian Angel donation is a 

meaningful way to express your 
gratitude for a special PPH caregiver 
or other staff member who made 
a difference in your life or the life of 
a loved one.  Recognize his or her 
quality care and service by mak-
ing a Guardian Angel gift of $250 in 
their honor. Your gift supports the 
PPH mission and further enhances 

all aspects of resident life.  For more 
information on PPH's Guardian 
Angel program, how to nominate 
a Guardian Angel and to view past 
recipients, visit https://pphfamily.
org/giving/guardian-angel-giving/ or 
call Director of Fund Development 
Deanna Keough at 8586.

Recent recipients can also be seen 
on the display board in the espla-
nade.

Above left: Rose (left) and Liz (right) enjoy a conversa-
tion with Ron. Ron chose to recognize Rose and Eliza-
beth for their dedication to the art studio.

Rose Colligan 

Elizabeth Cruz

July's Collection of the Month is 
Lawndale Manor resident Virginia 
Murphy's Teddy Bear Collection.

Included in the collection — 
which spans many years — is 
"Teddy Roosevelt," a Navy Bear that 
her son-in-law was gifted, a Mom-
ma Bear with three Baby Bears 
(pictured in chair), a Koala Bear, and 
a Maw Bear, which was to signify 
the announcement of Virginia's first 
grandchild!

Collection of the Month — Teddy Bears Christmas in July

Santa Claus (pictured here with 
Personal Care resident Rose Posey) 
stopped by PPH on July 15 to celebrate 
Christmas in July! 

Right, PC Move-
In Coordinator 
Mary Bargerhuff 
shows emotion as 
Angela Emanu-
ele's testimonial 
is read aloud by 
VP of Marketing & 
Communications 
Shannon Grieb 
(not pictured) Mary Bargerhuff
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The PPH Lounge (the bar in the 
Fountain Room): open on Mondays 
and Thursdays from 3:30 to 5:30 p.m.

Wellness Center: The Wellness 
Center and Pool have expanded their 
hours (including Saturdays by appoint-
ment only, from 10 a.m. to 12 p.m. in the 
Wellness Center and 12 - 2 p.m. for the 
pool). Vaccinated residents are not re-
quired to wear masks in the Wellness 
Center or in the pool. Personal Care 
residents are welcome to enjoy the 
Wellness Center every Tuesday and 
Thursday from 10:15 to 11:45 a.m. If you 
have any questions regarding the Well-
ness Center, please contact Maureen 
or Kayla at 8007.

Sip 'n' Toss will be on Mondays 
(weather permitting) from 3:30-4:30 
p.m. in the Ace Center courtyard, in 
conjunction with Happy Hour! 

PPH Auxiliary: The Auxiliary's next 
meeting will be held in-person and 
broadcasted on PPH TV channel 57, 
Tuesday, Aug. 10 at 11:30 a.m. 

Membership in the PPH Auxiliary is 
open to PPH residents, staff, and com-
munity supporters (only $5 per year). 
Dating back to its origins as the PPH 
Ladies Aid Society in 1889, the Auxil-

iary continues its initiatives to support 
the PPH mission, Benevolent Care and 
staff/resident gratitude activities. 

Contact Patricia Coyne at cam-
eo1200@gmail.com or 8403 to become 
a member or for more information. 

Food Collection: The PPH Food 
Drive is a one- year commitment to 
local food pantries in this area. Food 
will be collected the last week of the 
month and then delivered the first day 
of the following month. There will be 
two collection sites: the vending ma-
chines area located near the Wellness 
Center and in front of the Security 
desk. For more information, call Tom 
Sexton at 8368. 

Veterans' Meeting: The monthly 

Veterans meeting will take place at 10 
a.m. on Wednesday, Aug 3 in the Social 
Hall. 

RADDS: Race, and diversity discus-
sions meeting with Dr. Daisy Century 
will be held Wednesday, Sept. 1 and 
Sept. 8 in the Fellowship Room from 1 
to 2 p.m. Topic: Conversations about 
Diversity and History

REACH suggestions: If you have 
any content suggestions for REACH, 
please contact REACH editor and PPH 
Communications Specialist Mike Ber-
man (call 8003, or email mberman@
pphfamily.org)

NEWS BRIEFS

A worker on the second floor of 
Lawndale Manor installs new lighting 
as part of PPH's ceiling and lighting 
project. 

The bocce court outside of Gateway 
Manor is coming along nicely. More 
progress is expected to be made in 
the coming weeks. Stay tuned to John 
Dubyk's video updates on channel 2 
for up-to-date information.

PPH announced three 2021 Schea 
Scholarship winners: Recreational 
Therapist Jessica Seiple, and CNAs 
Luinegat Destin and Teyonna Bea-
man.

All three are currently in the pro-
cess of continuing their education. 
Luinegat is currently studying to 
become an LPN with the hopes of 
eventually becoming an RN, Teyonna 
will be studying to become an RN, and 
Jessica will begin graduate school for 
occupational therapy later this month.

The Eberhard and Helen Schea 
Endowment Fund for Health Care 
Education was established in 2007 
to support continuing health care 
education programs, which promote 
the overall well-being of PPH resi-
dents and staff.  

The fund is named in honor of 
long-time PPH supporters, donors, 

and residents, Mr. 
Eberhard “Ebbie” and 
Mrs. Helen Schea. 
The endowment 
was established by 
Caroline (daughter 
of Ebbie and Helen) 
Schea Lloyd and 
her husband, Jim Lloyd, as well as 
Frederick “Fred” Schea (son of Ebbie 
and Helen).

This year, the criteria was expand-
ed to include employees pursuing a 
continuing education and certifica-
tion course or professional develop-
ment program, as well as employees 
currently enrolled in degree pro-
grams. Employees receiving tuition 
assistance are also eligible to apply. 

For more information on opportu-
nities for professional development, 
continuing education, or to obtain a 

copy of the scholarship application, 
stop by the Human Resources Office 
or visit pphfamily.org.

Three PPH employees selected as winners of Schea Scholarship

Left, Teyonna Beaman holds her 
Schea Scholarship certificate. Above, 
clockwise from left: PPH President & 
CEO John Dubyk, Vice President of 
Human Resources Daphne Floyd, Jes-
sica Seiple and Luinegat Destin. 



There is a story in the Bible about 
a farmer sowing seeds. The key to 
the story was that the seeds fell 
into different kinds of soil. The soil 
is the key and the whole point of 
the story. Some seeds fell on the 
beaten path and the birds came 
and ate them up. Other seeds fell 
on rocky ground, where they did 
not have much soil. They sprang 
up quickly, but when the sun rose, 
they withered away. Some seeds 
fell among thorns and the thorns 
grew up and choked them. God’s 
message can’t penetrate and take 
root in beaten down soil. That’s a life 
closed to the new and imaginative. 

The person whose will is hard as a 
stone just won’t hear God’s voice.

A person whose life is filled with 
rules and regulations that choke 
the life out of any real growth may 
find it just about impossible to 
come to a mature faith in God. The 
work of the Spirit keeps getting 
overwhelmed by our anxieties or 
our own agendas — the thorns 
of our lives. The answer our faith 
gives to all this is contemplation 
— prayer. Take the time and make 
the space to think about your life, 
to feel the Spirit’s presence in your 
life. Spend the time and energy to 
walk the journey of faith. A life with 
hope and faith is hard to sustain in 

shallow soil.
But there is good soil. Each of us 

has hard, thorny, and thin soil in our 
lives, but each of us has good soil as 
well. Very often, it is the challenges 
and heartaches, the losses and fail-
ures, that break up the hardness in 
our hearts; that enrich the soil our 
of lives and make the seed grow. 
Whatever enables us to be recep-
tive to God’s Spirit, to take in the 
lessons of our lives and allow the 
Spirit to grow within us toward real 
maturity in faith, that is the direc-
tion we need to go, to move, and to 
grow.

May God continue to bless you as 
we journey together!

Staying receptive to God's Spirit
Pastor Jack Price -  

PPH Director of Pastoral Ministries

Naomi’s granddaughter decided to 
take action and bring the two fami-
lies together.

Naomi’s daughter explained to 
Jane’s son, “My mother was your 
mother’s bridesmaid.”

Jane’s son was elated that his 
mom was living only a few rooms 
down from her childhood friend.

“I’m so glad you made yourself 
known,” he said.

“It’s a coincidence beyond coin-
cidence!” Jane’s daughter, Susan 
Shechtman, said.

Susan mentioned that one of her 
mother's stories as a kid involved 
going to the movies, stopping at 
a corner store for snacks before-
hand.

“My mom would buy a pound of 
broken pretzels for a nickel,” Susan 
said.

Jane and Frank were married on 
Sept. 13, 1947 in Holy Child Church 
on Broad Street on a scorching 
hot day. (Frank Fendell eventually 
went on to own an appliance store 
across from the church.) Jane’s 
older brother walked her down the 
aisle — her father died when she 
was 5 years old. 

“My grandmother [Jane's mother]
was a single woman through the 
Depression, raising two children,” 
Susan said.

The photos tell the story: the 
maid of honor wore a teal dress 
and the bridesmaids (including 
Naomi) were in shades of blue.

Susan says she looks at the wed-
ding photos of her mom and dad 
fondly, smiles and joy on the faces 
of many. The year was 1947 and men 
— including her father’s brother — 
were back from WWII and about to 
begin new chapters in their lives. 

“War is over and life begins 
again,” Susan said. “It was a happy 
day.”

And the two families are cer-
tainly happy that Jane and Naomi 
are living in the same senior living 
community. Naomi is thankful to 
be in the presence of her child-
hood friend, the same friend who 
watched her run home as they de-
parted from each other for the day. 

“It’s so nice to see her again,” 
Naomi said.

Reunited - From Page 1

THE PPH MISSION

Guided by Christian values, the mission of The Philadelphia Protestant Home  
is to provide a caring senior living community that affords its residents 

the opportunity to achieve their highest possible quality of life.
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