
PPH’s centenarians all have dif-
ferent backgrounds, interests, and 
personalities, but one thing they all 
seem to have in common — they 
led active lives. As they aged into 
their golden years, some moved to 
PPH for the assistance that is given 
in Personal Care and Pathways, 
some started off as independent 
living residents and later moved to 
the appropriate level of care when 
needed, and three of them live 
independently in their own apart-
ment.

According to Director of Commu-
nity Relations Bill Conaway, there 
are more centenarians living at PPH 
than at any time in the senior living 
community’s 131-year history — 14 
total as of REACH’s press deadline.

These centenarians range from 
ages 100 to 105. Some of them have 
lived in Philadelphia for most of 
their life; some moved to the area 
from other parts of the US, and one 
hails from England!

The two most recent additions to 
PPH’s Centenarian Club are Elea-
nore Schmid and Ruth Beaucheane. 

Eleanore has lived at PPH for 
more than 20 years. The Gateway 
Manor resident was married to 
Frederick Schmid, Jr. and is the 

proud mother of three. Eleanore 
worked as a dental hygienist until 
retiring in her early 70s.

Eleanore’s Gateway Manor neigh-
bors threw her a small surprise 
party and a few of her family mem-
bers visited her apartment on her 
special day. 

Ruth was born in South Philadel-
phia. She married her childhood 
sweetheart, Joe, and moved to 
lower Mayfair where they raised six 
children. Joe gave Ruth the nick-
name of “Queenie” when she was 
the May Queen in eighth grade — a 
nickname she still goes by today. 

Ruth served as part of a civilian 
service effort during WWII in the 
Aircraft Warning Services for the 
Army Air Forces First Fighter Com-
mand. She worked for Strawbridge 
& Clothier until she was 75 years 

old. She worked on many event 
committees at Vogt Rec Center and 
St. Leo’s, served as Vice-President 
& President of the Vogt Seniors for 
many years, was part of a ladies’ 
pinochle club, and participated in a 
bowling league. 

Ruth moved to PPH in 2016. She 
has volunteered in the library, gift 
shop and greeted guests at the 
main entrance. She moved to PPH’s 
Personal Care building in January 
2020, where she enjoys playing 
bingo, dancing in her seat for exer-
cise, and reciting the rosary.

Three of Ruth's children visited 
PPH on her special day, as Bill Con-
away read citations sent in from 
various local politicians to mark 
the milestone. Afterwards, Ruth's 
children took her out to lunch.
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both  
celebrated 
their 100th 
birthday in 
May. 
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★ Elizabeth "Betty" Sands moved into 
Gateway Manor from Southampton, Pa. 
Betty grew up in the Kensington sec-
tion of Philadelphia and graduated from 
Little Flower High School for Girls. 

Betty worked for the IRS for 25 years. 
She is the mother of two sons (both predeceased 

her) and one daughter, the grandmother of three 
girls and great-grandmother of one girl.

Betty belongs to Trevose Behavior Modification 
Group.

Betty was familar with PPH through her sister-in-
law. She says she's happy to be living here.

New to PPH

Human influence affects climate change
By Elaine Grose, Ph.D
Alpha Manor resident

Climate change (as defined by the 
National Geographic Society) is the 
long-term alteration of tempera-
ture and typical weather patterns. 
Climate change could refer to a 
particular location  or the planet as 
a whole. Climate change is also the 
gradual change to all the intercon-
nected weather elements on our 
planet.

Climate change can cause weath-
er patterns to be less predictable. 
These unexpected weather patterns 
make it difficult to grow and main-
tain crops in regions that rely on 
farming because expected tem-
perature and rainfall levels can no 
longer be reliably predicted. Climate 
change has also been connected 
with other damaging weather 
events such as more frequent and 
higher category hurricanes, floods, 
downpours, and winter storms.

In polar regions of the North and 
South poles, the warming tempera-
tures have meant ice sheets and gla-
ciers are melting at an accelerated 

rate from season to season. 
Polar bears, penguins, seals, 
and walruses are declin-
ing at an alarming rate. Sea 
levels are rising in different 
regions of the planet. To-
gether with expanding ocean waters 
due to rising temperatures, the 
resulting rise in sea levels has begun 
to damage coastlines as a result of 
increased flooding and erosion. 

In the Pacific Ocean, islands are 
disappearing and people are moving 
to nearby mainlands abandoning 
their homes. Animals are drowning 
and species are being threatened 
with extinction. 

In northern Canada and Alaska, 
the ice holding the tundra together 
is melting, causing roads to sink 
thus destroying the routes of com-
merce to these areas.

The current cause of climate 
change is largely human activity, 
like burning fossil fuels such as 
natural gas, oil, and coal. Burning 
these materials releases what are 
called greenhouse gases into earth’s 
atmosphere. These gases trap heat 

from the sun’s rays inside the 
atmosphere causing Earth’s 
average temperature to rise. 
The warming of the planet 
impacts local and regional 
climates. 

Throughout earth's history, 
climate has continually changed. 
When occurring naturally, this is a 
slow process that has taken place 
over thousands of years. The hu-
man influence on climate change 
is occurring at a much faster rate. 
Global temperatures and sea levels 
are rising, and in some cases, con-
tributing to larger, more devastating 
storms. This can all be contributed 
to climate change.  The data shows 
the Earth is warming and it's up to 
us to make the changes necessary 
for a healthier planet.

Dr. Grose has a doctorate in Envi-
ronmental Toxicology and worked 
at the Environmental Protection 
Agency (EPA), then as a professor of 
Environmental Studies at Neumann 
University, Aston, PA.  As such, she 
was immersed in researching and 
evaluating environmental issues.

PPH Garden Club teams up with NORC
PPH's Garden Club teamed up with 
Northeast NORC on May 21 to put 
plants together that will be delivered 
to NORC's clients. 
NORC stands for “naturally occurring 
retirement community," which is a 
community that has a large propor-
tion of residents over 60 but was not 
specifically planned to meet the needs 
of older adults living on their own. For 
more information, visit jfcsphilly.org



The May Collection of the Month 
was Alpha Manor resident Marlene 
Matarazzo's Official Kentucky Derby 
Mint Julep Glass Collection.

Marlene's collection ranges from 
from 1975 to 2006.

When Marlene was in the convent, 
the novice director's motherhouse 
was in Louisville, Ky. Marlene asked 
to visit Churchill Downs, where the 
Kentucky Derby is held annually. 
Fortunately, her wish was granted. 

While touring the stables and the 
track, Marlene bought a mint julep 

glass with some leftover monthly 
allowance money. 

Ever since then, she has been col-
lecting glasses, coming across many 
at yard sales over the years. At one 
point she had 82 glasses — she sold 
some when downsizing to move to 
PPH — but estimates her collection 
is in the high 30s.

Marlene says the glasses bring her 
back to working on her grandmoth-
er's farm, outside of Schenectady, 
N.Y.  She recalls as a 4-year-old girl, 
helping her grandmother and uncle 

bring a mare through labor, specifi-
cally whispering to and petting the 
mare in a calm manner as directed 
by her grandmother.

She says being raised on a farm 
helped her develop not only a strong 
work ethic, but kinship and appre-
ciation for the earth and animals. 

By Lawrence H. Geller
Alpha Manor resident

For the next few months, REACH 
will be running PPH staff bios. 
Chances are, there's plenty of staff 
you see frequently but know very 
little about. (Especially over the past 
year due to COVID-19 restrictions.) 
Compiled by Alpha Manor resident 
Lawrence H. Geller, these bios will 
give residents (and fellow staff) an 
opportunity to learn a little more 
about "they who serve us." 

ARTHUR GREENWOOD III --  A 
security guard at PPH for three 

years, Arthur admits to being a 
"huge soccer fan."

When asked who he most 
admires, no surprise that it's  
Cristiano Renaldo, a world-
famous soccer player., who he 
says "is a perfect role model on/off 
the field."

So it should be no surprise that 
Madrid is a place he would most 
like to visit because — you guessed 
it — his favorite team , Real Madrid, 
plays there. 

Interesting that his favorite pos-
session from childhood is his Pea-
nut League championship trophy. 
It reminds him "of the most exciting 
game [he] ever played as a youth"

But it wasn't soccer. It was 
baseball.  

"How so?", he was asked. "The 
team we played for the champi-
onship really rolled over us ear-
lier in the season," he replied, "so 

our morale was quite low. Nobody 
expected us to win. I mean nobody." 

Turns out, Arthur's team pulled 
themselves together and won the 
game by a large margin. 

To help him celebrate, his folks 
treated him to one of his favorite 
meals — Chicken Alfredo. 

If you are a PPH staff member 
interested in being profiled, please 
contact REACH editor Mike Berman 
(8003). 
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They Who Serve Us

The family of James & Phyliss Helfrich made a generous donation to show their gratitude and appreciation for the  
compassion and quality care their parents received while living at PPH. PPH staff received a special meal that included a 
12” hoagie from Marinucci’s Deli and a slice of Pellman’s cheesecake.
From left to right: Wilma Rumeli and Heidi Averhoff, both friends of James and Phyliss; PC Move-In Coordinator Mary 
Bargerhuff gets ready to tackle a Marinucci's hoagie; Pastor Jack Price picks up his hoagie and cheesecake. 

Hoagies from the Helfrich Family

Collection of the Month - Kentucky Derby
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Employee Appreciation

For employee 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact  
Janice Aouta 
at 8193 or 
jaouta@pph-
family.org.

Employee of the Month
Tymika Coleman

Tymika Coleman has been part of the PPH's 
Pathways team since 2019. She is always 
going the extra mile to get the job done and 
will fill in wherever needed in her department. 
Always pleasant and with a smile, she is truly 
a team player!

Congratulations Tymika!
Thank you for doing “Whatever it takes”.

Pathways staff and residents celebrated National Skilled Nursing Care Week and National Nurse's Week with plenty of 
fun and excitement. There was coffee, inspirational t-shirts, a dance party, sidewalk chalk, Reese Pieces  and much more! 
PPH would like to thank all of our nurses and Nursing Home employees for their hard work, dedication and the love that 
has been shown to our residents. Our staff has braved the pandemic over the past year and  inclement weather through-
out the winter, but still came into work every day with an optimistic, hopeful outlook and a smile on their faces. There isn't 
enough that can be said to thank them for all that they do. 

Representatives of American Heritage Credit Union, a proud partner of PPH since 1999, visited the community on May 14 
to speak to PPH employees interested in learning about the credit union. There were free giveaways, free ice cream, raffle 
winners and one grand prize winner who took home a large assortment of items. Any PPH employee interested in becom-
ing an AHCU member can contact rep Bill Quinn at 215-435-7910 or wquinn@amhfcu.org.

Martha Graham Verna Haymond

Rehana Chaudry

AHCU rep Bill Quinn, PC Sales Specialist  
Kimberly McGeary and Director of Community 
Relations Bill Conaway.

Dalila Figueroa
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Cinco de Mayo

PPH celebrated Cinco de Mayo in style! Independent Living residents picked up a gift 
bag of treats from the Social Hall. From left to right: Dot Gallagher, Life Enrichment 
Activities Director Kathy Nucero, Mary DiLeo, and Patricia Devine.

Mother's Day

May Flowers

For volunteer 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact Carol 
Cherrington at 
8027 or  
ccherrington@
pphfamily.org.

Congratulations go out to Karl Loewe, of 
Gateway Manor, who is the “Volunteer of the 
Month” for June 2021. Karl has been a PPH 
Volunteer since 2009. He has  volunteered in 
the Chapel, delivering packages, transporting 
residents, and presently helps the Auxiliary.  
Wherever Karl volunteers, you can be sure he 
will do an excellent job.  Thanks so much Karl, 
you are an asset to our volunteer program.

Volunteer of the Month
Karl Loewe

Father’s Day was first celebrated 
in June 1910 in Spokane, Wash. It 
was promoted by Sonora Smart 
Dodd, who was inspired by her 
own father, a Civil War veteran who 
raised six children as a single parent. 

Americans resisted the holiday 
for several decades because they 
thought it was an attempt to repli-
cate the recent monetary success 
of Mother's Day. In 1966, President 
Lyndon Johnson issued the first 

presidential proclamation honoring 
fathers. Finally, in 1972, Father's Day 
was made a permanent national 
holiday when President Richard 
Nixon signed it into law. 
See next month's REACH for Father's Day photos! 

Father's Day

Carol Bottomley and  
Frank Houlahan were 
two of many Chapters  
residents that helped plant 
flowers to be displayed 
throughout PPH. 

The PPH Auxiliary donated and decorated tissue boxes to be delivered to female 
residents in Personal Care and Pathways on Mother's Day (see page 7). Personal Care 
female residents also received a flower, pen and lanyard which helps hold their mask, 
and Pathways female residents received mints and lotions. From left to right: Phyllis 
Shiels, Catherine Davis, Maryann Tregoning, and Regina Spotts. 



PPH's newest Guard-
ian Angel is John Elliott, 
a longtime member of 
Dining Services. John was 
recognized by Gateway 
Manor resident Ann Alex-
ander. 

“Your courteous and 
pleasant attitude was 
recognized, appreciated, 
and commented on by all you serve 
in the Bistro that day," Ann said.

A Guardian Angel dona-
tion is a meaningful way to 
express your gratitude for 
a special PPH caregiver or 
other staff member who 
made a difference in your 
life or the life of a loved 
one. 

Recognize his or her 
quality care and service 

by making a Guardian Angel gift of 
$250 in their honor. Your gift sup-

ports the PPH mission and further 
enhances all aspects of resident 
life.

For more information on PPH's 
Guardian Angel program, how to 
nominate a Guardian Angel and to 
view past recipients, visit https://
pphfamily.org/giving/guardian-
angel-giving/

Recent recipients can also be 
seen on the display board in the 
esplanade.
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Longtime Dining Services member recognized as Guardian Angel

2021 Tribute Appeal - Support The Future Of Senior Living 
PPH's annual spring tribute ap-

peal, delivered to residents’ apart-
ments in early May and sent out 
by email, kindly asks for support to 
help advance our 131-year mission 
of providing seniors access to top-
level care and support services 
through a donation of any amount.

Please consider honoring a loved 
one or a special occasion with 
a gift to support PPH. With your 
help, the PPH campus will undergo 
much-needed improvements. 
From updating the Personal Care 
and Skilled Nursing nurse call 

systems, a lighting project 
in all three independent 
living buildings using 
modern energy-efficient 
lighting, to the replace-
ment of five elevator sys-
tems — the importance of 
solid systems and infrastructure is 
further highlighted while we plan 
for the future of senior living.

That is why we ask you, our faith-
ful donors, for your continued sup-
port. Your gift will ensure that cur-
rent and future residents of PPH 
will be afforded the opportunity to 

live their best quality life 
with access to top-level 
care and support services 
on a safe and comfortable 
campus. There are several 
ways to give: by check, 
over the phone, or through 

our secure donation form at  
PPHFamily.org/giving/donate. If 
you have questions, please con-
tact Director of Development 
Deanna Keough at 8586. 

Contributions to our Benevolent 
Care Fund are always needed and 
greatly appreciated. 

The world can be a scary place! 
We each experience disappoint-
ment, loss, and fear. All of us 
eventually encounter the harsh 
reality of death. And life can also 
be wonderful as the relationships 
we foster enrich and bless us, and 
as we experience growth, joy, and 
love. How we choose to see the 
world and how we choose to live 
our lives are both options of faith. 
Our choice to believe in God is a 
faith response to life as we experi-
ence it. Virtually every human being 
responds to life's uncertainties 

with faith. Such faith is much more 
a matter of trust than of a belief in 
certain doctrines. Faith is how and 
where we rest the full weight of 
our lives. Faith is the foundation on 
which we lean to make our ethical 
and moral choices in life. 

Faith in God is all about "loving 
God and loving our neighbors." I 
suggest we consider all our doctri-
nal beliefs — religious, economic, 
or political — as fundamentally 
secondary to that. If we don’t, 
those beliefs can actually be 
impediments to true faith, to our 

capacity to trust in the work God 
is doing in the world today. The 
priority is to love our neighbors 
and seek the best for them. It is to 
love ourselves in such a way that 
we seek what is best for us to grow 
into healthy and loving people. And 
it is to love our enemies as people 
fully deserving our respect. Liv-
ing this way fulfills all our religious 
traditions, but to trust that much in 
what is moral and ethical will take a 
lot of faith!

Thanks for continuing to bless 
me as we journey together.

Faith is a matter of trust
Pastor Jack Price -  

PPH Director of Pastoral Ministries
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• Catherine Wagner is PPH’s old-
est living resident at 105 years old. 
Catherine was married to Frank 
and together they had two children. 
Catherine bowled three times a 
week and participated in the Senior 
Olympics in her 80s. She volun-
teered at the Juniata Older Adult 
Center where she served breakfast 
and lunch. Catherine is known for 
her love of dancing and enjoys when 
the Mummers visit PPH. 

• Cecelia Amato, 104, was born in 
Devon, Pa. and moved to Ardmore, 
Pa. as a young girl when her father 
opened a bakery in the area. She 
attended Lower Merion High School 
but dropped out to take a job. She 
says that at the time, “jobs were so 
scarce that you grabbed anything 
you could. You did what you had to 
do.” Cecelia was married in 1946 and 
had two boys and two girls. She says 
she made it to 104 by eating healthy 
foods and playing lots of pinochle. 

• Catherine Puchalski, 104, was 
married, is a mom of four, and 
worked as a factory worker. Cath-
erine has enjoyed exercising to all 
types of music, going outside to 
feed PPH's koi fish, and listening 
to the rosary. Her family says she 
cooked the best vegetable soup and 
the best Italian pizzelles. Catherine 
has a sweet tooth and is always 
excited when the Life Enrichment 
team brings snacks. 

• Philip Grutzmacher, 102, served 
in the US Army from 1942 to 1945 in 
Norfolk, Va. as part of the medical 
corps. After WWII, he worked in the 
aircraft section of the Kelsey-Hayes 
Company for 35 years. A father of 
three and grandfather of two, Philip 
was married 69 years to Edith (Hin-
kle). Philip was an active member in 
the UAW Local 834 retirees’ group, 
a licensed barber, an active mem-
ber of the Burholme Garden Club 
and a tropical fish enthusiast since 
childhood.  He is known at PPH for 
reciting the famous WI poem “In 
Flanders Fields” at PPH’s flag-raising 

ceremonies.
• Hilda Giordano, 101, was born in 

England. She worked in the hosiery 
trade with Glover Manufacturing 
Company in Nottingham. She met 
Sam, a US soldier, while he was 
stationed in England. They were 
married in England and moved to 
the US where they raised three sons 
in nearby Burholme. Hilda moved to 
PPH in 2006 and was a frequent vol-
unteer in the Craft Room. She has 
enjoyed sewing and gardening. 

• Marcella Fellin, 101, grew up in 
the coal region of Pennsylvania, near 
Hazelton. Growing up, she enjoyed 
swimming, roller skating, and sleigh 
riding in the winter. She was married 
to Angelo, a WWII vet, for 54 years. 
She attributed reaching 100 to stay-
ing active and exercising. Marcella 
has been living at PPH for about 16 
years and can often be seen walking 
to Scoops or the Bistro with fellow 
centenarian Cecelia Amato. The 
two women met years ago when 
they were both part of St. Martin’s 
seniors' group. 

• Ida Sesso, 101, moved to PPH 
five years ago after residing in the 
same South Philadelphia home for 
the first 96 years of her life. Ida was 
a pattern matcher for H. Daroff and 
Sons — the maker of Worsted-Tex 
and Botany 500 men’s suits that 
many famous men wore on TV in the 
1960s and  ’70s. She later worked at 
St. Agnes Hospital as a food aide. 
Ida’s hobbies include crocheting, 
and in her earlier years she enjoyed 
shopping at department stores in 
downtown Philadelphia and special-
ty stores on East Passyunk Avenue.

• Jean McGovern, 100, moved to 
PPH more than 25 years ago, thus 

spending about a quarter of her life 
living in the community. She was 
president of the Resident’s Council 
and has always been an advocate 
for her fellow residents. Jean raised 
a family of six with her husband, 
Thomas, and was employed as a caf-
eteria worker at Philadelphia High 
School for Girls. Jean also volun-
teered at St. Peter’s Nursing Home. 
Now residing in Pathways, she loves 
to play bingo and participate in any-
thing trivia related.

• Beulah Behm, 100, (like Ruth) was 
also involved in US efforts during 
WWII, working as a clerk in charge 
of government supplies under First 
Lady Eleanor Roosevelt. She met 
Robert, an Army Private stationed 
in Washington, D.C. They married 
in 1946, and raised their family in 
Bensalem, Pa. Beulah has enjoyed 
gardening and having fresh flowers 
on her tables all summer long. Beu-
lah was a member of the Bensalem 
Historical Society and volunteered 
for 25 years at the old Frankford/Tor-
resdale Hospital.

• Marguerite Kroekel, 100, is a 
longtime resident of Northeast Phil-
adelphia. She attended Fox Chase 
Elementary School and later taught 
in nearby Bensalem and Abington 
townships. She taught art, was the 
girls’ gym teacher, the girls’ basket-
ball coach and oversaw the school 
newspaper. She enjoyed and taught 
many areas of arts & crafts in many 
media, including painting, drawing, 
ceramics, and puppet making. She 
even designed her own Christmas 
cards each year!

• Marcella Reeser, 100, was a Girl 
Scout and Cub Scout leader, taught 
Sunday school, and participated in 
numerous church activities. She 
was married to Floyd and raised four 
children while living in New Jersey. 
Her occupation was to retouch 
photographs negatives and oil-paint 
color photographs. Her hobbies 
include reading, sewing, painting 
pictures, and cooking. 
This article mentions 13 of PPH's 14 centenar-
ians. One of the 14 declined to be recognized. 

 >> From page 1

Marcella and Cecelia, two long-
time friends, walking back from 
Scoops earlier this year.



THE PPH MISSION

Guided by Christian values, the mission of The Philadelphia Protestant Home  
is to provide a caring senior living community that affords its residents 

the opportunity to achieve their highest possible quality of life.
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IMPORTANT REMINDER 2020 PPH 
Disclosure Statement: “A Copy Of The 
Updated 2020 PPH Disclosure State-
ment is now available for your perusal 
at the front entrance reception desk. 
All PPH Family members are encour-
aged to be familiar with this docu-
ment. If you have any questions about 
the new statement, please dial Kathy 
Wersinger at 8017.
★ Visitation: To schedule a visit, call: 
215-697-8224 for Personal Care, 215-
697-8130 for Pathways/Nursing. For in-
dependent living residents - If you are 
having anyone visit your apartment, 
please notify the Security Department 
(215-697-8020) that you are having 
a guest visit, their estimated time of 
arrival, and who will be visiting. A maxi-
mum of four visitors will be allowed to 
visit at one time. Visits are limited to 
the Independent Living resident apart-
ment only and your guests will not be 
granted access to any public or com-
mon areas at this time. This includes 
all dining venues.
★ Google Duo Calls: We encourage 
you to schedule a Google Duo call 
with our Life Enrichment team. Email 
stayconnected@pphfamily.org to 
schedule a call.
★ Weekly updates: PPH President & 
CEO John Dubyk records a weekly vid-
eo update that airs on PPH TV channel 
2. John updates the community on 
COVID-19 protocols and restrictions 
as well as upcoming projects and 
events. 
★ Chef's Market: Wednesday, June 
2nd from 10 to 11 a.m. in the Fountain 
Room.
★ Wellness Center: See President & 
CEO John Dubyk's weekly message 
to the community for up to date news 
and guidelines.

★ PPH Auxiliary: The Auxiliary's next 
meeting will be held on PPH TV chan-
nel 57 on Tuesday, June 8 at 11:30 a.m. 

Membership in the PPH Auxiliary is 
open to PPH residents, staff, and com-
munity supporters (only $5 per year). 
Dating back to its origins as the PPH 
Ladies Aid Society in 1889, the Auxil-
iary continues its initiatives to support 
the PPH mission, Benevolent Care and 
staff/resident gratitude activities. 

Contact Patricia Coyne at cam-
eo1200@gmail.com or 8403 to be-
come a member or for more informa-
tion. 
★ Food Collection: The PPH Food 
Drive is a one- year commitment to 
local food pantries in this area. Food 
will be collected the last week of the 
month and then delivered the first day 
of the following month. There will be 
two collection sites: the vending ma-
chines area located near the Wellness 
Center and in front of the Security 
desk. For more information, call Tom 
Sexton at 8368.
★ Magee St. Entrance: To improve 
security on our campus, a security 
gate will be installed at the Magee exit. 
The materials have been purchased 

and we are awaiting a start date from 
the contractor. This gate will be closed 
in the overnight hours, forcing all 
vehicles and pedestrian traffic to use 
the Martins Mill entrance during these 
hours.
★ Juneteenth: A program of celebra-
tion of Juneteenth will air on chan-
nel 57 on Wednesday, June 16. This 
program will reair on Juneteenth, 
Saturday, June 19, 2 p.m. on channel 
4. Juneteenth is in recognition of the 
final freeing of slaves in Galveston, 
Texas on June 19, 1865 by General Gor-
don Granger, two years after President 
Abraham Lincoln freed the slaves in 
1863. Pennsylvania is one of 46 states 
(and the District of Columbia) to have 
declared Juneteenth as a state holiday 
or day of celebration.
★ Pride Month: On Tuesday, June 29 
at 2 p.m., channel 57, PPH will host a 
groundbreaking program featuring Al 
Vernacchio, a Human Sexuality educa-
tor and consultant for over 25 years, . 
Al will answer the question, “What is 
LGBTQ?” to provide his audience with 
current understanding of sexuality 
and gender issues. This program will 
reair at a later date TBD.

NEWS BRIEFS
PPH Auxil-

iary members 
decorated and 
packed more 
than 200 box-
es of tissues 
for delivery 
on Mother's 
Day to female 
residents in 
Pathways and 
Personal Care. 
(See page 5 for 
Mother's day 
photos)


