
The Medical Mission Sisters (MMS) 
is an international Catholic Society 
of around 550 sisters and associates. 
They live and work on five conti-
nents, providing health care to the 
poor and those in need. And some 
of those 550 are among us — 16 of 
them currently live here at the Phila-
delphia Protestant Home.

Five associates (two former sisters) 
and 11 sisters are spread out in Inde-
pendent Living, Pathways, Personal 
Care and Chapters. Some of these 
members were born in Philadelphia, 
but many hail from various parts of 
the United States (including one Ca-
nadian) and served as part of MMS 
throughout the world. 

The organization addresses “prob-
lems of widespread poverty, hunger 
and malnutrition, unemployment, 
illiteracy, inadequate housing and 
unsafe water supplies.” MMS has 
served in 17 countries, and PPH’s 
MMS residents have served as 
nurses, midwives, educators and in 
other medical roles in many of those 
countries.

Two MMS associates, Lawndale 
Manor residents Marge and Tom 
Sexton, presented their “love letter 
to the Medical Mission Sisters and 
Associates” on March 8 — Inter-
national Women’s Day — through 

a presentation that celebrated the 
history of the MMS and profiled the 
sisters and associates living at PPH. 
(MMS Director of Public Relations 
Tina S. Burkholder co-produced the 
presentation.) 

The presentation noted the calling 
in life that led each member to join 
MMS, the type of work they did, the 
countries they served in, and how 
they are living out their senior years.

Some of the members were able 
to attend the live showing of the 
presentation and the rest watched it 
on PPH TV. Six deceased sisters who 
spent their final years living at PPH 
were also recognized.

The Society was founded in Wash-
ington, D.C. in 1925 by Dr. Anna 
Dengel. While working in North India 
in the early 1920s, Dengel witnessed 
avoidable deaths of women and ba-
bies that were a result of the Muslim 
culture that prohibited women from 
receiving certain medical treat-
ment from men. Dengel led the way 
and founded a society of medically 
trained women. 

As Dengel often told the sisters, 
“We must adapt ourselves to the 
needs; the needs will not adapt 
themselves to us. We must never be 
afraid of change if needed.”

Nurse mid-wife Joan Coughlin saw 

while serving in Ghana, “how ne-
glected these women were, taken for 
granted, mistreated, and they them-
selves so grateful and receptive of 
anything coming kindly from another 
woman. The people were grateful 
because we did give professional 
medicine. And we did teach! I loved 
that about Anna Dengel: educate, 
educate, educate was always her 
message. A missionary is to replace 
herself!”

The Society moved to Philadelphia 
in 1939. The North American head-
quarters was founded in Philadelphia 
in 1964 and is located on 8400 Pine 
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Sister (now Associate) Jane Blewett, 
pictured here in Pakistan. Jane joined 
the Medical Mission Sisters in 1947. 



PPH celebrates Earth Day - April 22

Protecting our Earth
Elaine C. Grose, Ph.D.
Alpha Manor resident

In 1970, both the Environmental 
Protection Agency (EPA) and Earth 
Day were born. Now 51 years later, 
everyday citizens, environmental 
laws, and international agreements 
continue to maintain clean air and 
water, protect endangered species, 
and through the Paris Accord, try to 
engage all world countries in reduc-
ing green house gases. 

If left unchecked, the output of 
these gases will continue to cause 
the earth‘s atmosphere to become 

hotter, melt the glaciers and ice caps 
(causing irreparable flooding), cause 
loss of habitat for all animals, and 
result in increasingly violent weather 
patterns around the world. Examples 
of these patterns include stronger 
hurricanes, tornadoes, tsunamis, 
cyclones, and flooding. 

Some people question these scien-
tific claims, but each year it becomes 
more evident that climate change 
is happening now due to human ac-
tivities, such as use of fossil fuels for 
heat and cooking, production and use 
of electricity, transport of all goods, 
using landfills and incinerators and, 
primarily, all forms of transportation.

So how can recognition and cel-
ebration of Earth Day change the 
future by halting or reversing these 
devastating events? If it brings at 
least one person to the realization 
that the earth, and by extrapolation, 
humans and animals, may one day 
become extinct, it is worth the effort 
of educating people and celebrating 
the health of our beautiful planet, our 
precious home.

Dr. Grose has a doctorate in Envi-
ronmental Toxicology and worked at 
the Environmental Protection Agency 
(EPA), then as a professor of Environ-
mental Studies at Neumann Univer-
sity in Aston, Pa.  

'Small grows big when many 
of us join together'

Jane Blewett
Alpha Manor resident 

The word "sustainability" is on our 
lips and in our consciousness these 
days as never before. Signs at the 
grocery store, on products on the 
shelves, and in our newspapers all 
remind us of the impact of human 
activity on our fragile Planet Earth. 

Sustainability becomes a kind of 
cautionary tale, a watchword. What 

does it mean for us here at PPH? 
How might each of us incorporate it 
into our everyday living?

Well, one way would be to "keep 
in mind"...be more "mindful"...of how 
we treat the gifts Earth offers each 
day. 

How careful are we in our use of 
water? Do we let it run needlessly 
while preparing our meals or in our 
bathrooms? How about our use of 
energy, turning off lights when not 
needed or turning down the heat? 
These are all small gestures in the 

scheme of things, for sure, but each 
"small" grows "big" when many of us 
join together. It has a ripple effect! 

Take note of how our psyches 
rejoice as the sun pours in the win-
dow, or catch a glimpse of a star-
tlingly beautiful sunset. 

Earth Day comes as a welcome 
reminder to take time, perhaps only 
a minute or two, to acknowledge, to 
celebrate the quiet, sustaining gift 
earth is each day in our lives. Truly, 
Earth Day is each and every day for 
all of creation!

Sustain the Earth
Jean Holland

Alpha Manor resident 

Earth Day is April 22.  There are 
many ways we can all help sustain 
the earth and decrease pollution and 
damage to the natural world.  

Plastics use oil in the manufacture.  
Oil extraction contributes to pollu-
tion and climate change.  Plastics 
take up to 400 years to disintegrate. 
Plastics which enter the oceans 
and waterways disintegrate into 
micro-plastics which damage birds, 
fish, and other aquatic life.  Unfortu-
nately, only 20 percent of plastics 

are recycled.
The ways we purchase can have 

an impact. Buy second-hand and re-
cycled products when possible.  Look 
for foods which are not packaged in 
plastic when available. 

Decreasing toxins which reach the 
earth and water can be done by using 
non-polluting products. Buying or-
ganic foods is beneficial for the earth 
and our health. Cleaning can be done 
with non-toxic ingredients: white vin-
egar, baking soda, club soda, lemon 
juice, and liquid Castile soap.

Here are a few ways you can create 
non-toxic cleaning supplies.

All purpose cleaner: Put 1/2 tsp. 

baking soda and a dab of Castile 
soap into a spray bottle with 2 cups 
of hot tap water.  Shake to dissolve.  
The spray will keep indefinitely 

Bathroom cleaner: For a scouring 
scrub, combine 1/2 cup baking soda 
with enough liquid soap to achieve a 
frosting-like consistency.  Club soda 
works on plumbing fixtures.

Toilet cleaner: Sprinkle baking 
soda or pour white vinegar into the 
toilet, and let stand for a few minutes.  
Scrub with a toilet brush.  

Glass cleaner: Use club soda in a 
spray bottle and scrub with a terry 
cloth.  Add 1 tsp of lemon juice to 
increase degreasing power.

Learn more about Earth Day on Thursday, April 22 at 2 p.m. on PPH TV channel 4. 
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By Lawrence H. Geller
Alpha Manor resident

For the next few months, REACH 
will be running PPH staff bios. 
Compiled by Alpha Manor resident 
Lawrence H. Geller, these bios will 
give residents (and fellow staff) an 
opportunity to learn a little more 
about "they who serve us."

Richmond Morffiah - Richmond 
made a career decision to come to 

PPH at the turn of the 
century. Now a lead 
cook, it appears he 
made a good decision.

Quite an athlete as a 
youth, he played soccer 
with all of his friends. 

"I miss that. But life goes on," he 
said. 

An historical person he most ad-
mires would be John Row, a Scottish 
ecclesiastical historian and one of 
the Scottish reformers of the 16th 
and 17th centuries. 

The quality he most likes about 
himself is his "great smile." 

Well, that can keep things "cool" in 
a "hot" kitchen. 

Dawn Marie Gearhart - A member 
of the Dining Services wait staff at 

PPH for over 16 years, 
Dawn Marie has so 
many fond memories of 
all the activities she did 
as a youth — camping, 
dancing, singing, skating 
and swimming.

Her love of the water 
may explain why Florida is her "happy 
place," and a spot where she's think-
ing of living in the future. 

Dr. King is the person she most 
admires for "he was a a man of great 
hope and peace, wanting to unite 
all people together for the common 
good." There is a direct link to Dr. 
King in that the quality she most likes 
about herself is her "passion to help 
and love people." 

Her first Teddy Bear ("Brownie") is 
something she still wishes she had 
from childhood. "God, I still love that 
bear. " But she replaced that child-
hood bear with one "much more cud-
dly" — Ed, her husband of 24 years.

Brigid Hurst - The 
name stems from the 
Irish noun brigh, i.e. 
"power, strength, vigor 
and virtue," which can 
pretty much describe 
our own Brigid of the 

Dining Services wait staff. 
A competitive swimmer in her 

youth, she works hard "for things I 
am passionate about." 

Something she still has from her 
childhood are the flower petals "from 
when I was a flower girl in a wed-
ding." 

Talk about a nostalgic romantic! 
With the pandemic putting a ces-

sation to her swimming, she has 
thrown her vigor into baking. 

The quality she most likes about 
herself is "working hard for the things 
I am passionate about," a quality she 
may have picked up from the person 
she most admires — her grand-
mother.

Correction: The March issue of 
REACH should have read that Susie 
"Scoops" Denelsbeck hopes to visit 
Ireland, not Iceland. 

They Who Serve Us

Philanthropy Spotlight - Sylvia Metzler
Sylvia Metzler has always believed 

in and sought out causes greater 
than herself. That philosophy is what 
led her to join PPH's Heritage Society. 

The Heritage Society recognizes 
PPH's friends who have generously 
provided a legacy of care by naming 
PPH as a planned gift beneficiary. 

It is no surprise that Sylvia would 
choose to contribute funds to a 
cause that will benefit others in the 
present and years from now. 

Sylvia has been a registered nurse 
for more than 60 years. She's worked 
in drug and alcohol rehab, a psych 
hospital, and a maternity hospital. 
Most notably, she lived and worked in 
Nicaragua for two years.

After moving back to the US in the 
early 1990s, she decided that in order 
to gain a complete understanding 
of her fellow citizens, she needed to 
move to a diverse, poverty-stricken 

area. 
She bought a house in the Kens-

ington section of the city and worked 
in North Philly with Spanish-speaking 
patients.

"I realized that if I really wanted to 
understand it better, I had to live in 
the community," she said.

Sylvia didn't fully retire until the 
age of 75. Raising three children and 
being a devoted activist meant more 
part-time work than full-time. 

Despite being just as enthusiastic 
and passionate as she was during 
her youth and middle age, the natural 
process of aging led her to conclude 
that downsizing and moving to a se-
nior living community would be part 
of her next chapter in life.

While she misses her old neighbor-
hood, her large garden and being 
close to Center City, she says she is 
settling well into PPH, finding pur-

pose and enjoyment 
in the activities and 
benefits PPH has to 
offer.

She enjoys swim-
ming (and was very excited for the 
pool's reopening in March), vol-
unteers in the Green House, has a 
garden plot outside, and is a member 
of the Hot Topics group. If you don't 
come across her at any of these 
locations, you might find her walking 
throughout the community — she 
tries to walk at least three miles each 
day.

PPH is thankful for Sylvia and all of 
the other members of the Heritage 
Society — those still with us today 
and those who have since passed on. 

For more information on the 
Heritage Society, visit pphfamily.org/
giving or call Director of Fund Devel-
opment Deanna Keough at 8586. 
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For volunteer 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact Carol 
Cherrington at 
8027 or  
ccherrington@
pphfamily.org.

Congratulations go out to Joan Kelly, of Lawn-
dale Manor, who is the “Volunteer of the Month” 
for April 2021. Joan has been a PPH volunteer 
since 2019.  She volunteers her time in PPH's Gift 
Shop. Joan always greets each customer with a 
pleasant “hello” and offers to help in anyway she 
can. Thanks so much, Joan, for all that you do in 
the Gift Shop and for always being so pleasant 
and cheerful to all who enter it.

Volunteer of the Month
Joan Kelly

Crushing COVID-19

There was plenty of excitement and feelings of hope at PPH on Thursday, Feb. 25. A total of 196 PPH independent living 
residents took huge steps to "Crush COVID-19" and "Kiss COVID-19 goodbye," as they received their first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine. The clinic, held in partnership with Omnicare CVS, was the fourth vaccine clinic held for PPH resi-
dents and staff. The residents who had their first vaccine on Feb. 25 received their second vaccine on March 18.

Splish splash!
After being closed for almost an entire 

year, PPH reopened its pool on March 15 to 
independent living residents! 

There are restrictions — up to five people 
allowed in at a time, by appointment only, 
and masks and social distancing are re-
quired — but residents and Wellness Center 
staff were all optimistic and excited about 
the reopening. A mask is not required dur-
ing lap swimming, but otherwise is required.  

Many PPH residents use the pool for 
water walking, which helps strengthen 
muscles and reduce stress on bones and 
joints.

Tune in to PPH President & CEO John 
Dubyk's weekly video updates on PPH 
channel 2 for more information on pool 
restrictions as well as other activities and 
happenings around the PPH campus. For 
pool hours, see page 7.

Alpha Manor resident 
Anna Morrell was the first 
PPH resident to get back 
into the pool on March 15.  

4



   

  

For employee 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact  
Janice Aouta 
at 8193 or 
jaouta@pph-
family.org.

Employee of the Month
Jessica Seiple

Jessica Seiple started at PPH in April 2019 
in our Healthcare Activities Department as a 
Recreational Therapy Specialist. Her hard work, 
dedication, and willingness to take on extra 
responsibilities have earned her this honor.  She 
has always been dependable and always will-
ing to go the extra mile for the residents. She is 
truly a team player. Congratulations Jessica!

Thank you for doing “Whatever it takes.”

Pastor Ken's Antique Bottles were on display in the 
month of March. Pastor Ken Smith, a Lawndale 
Manor resident, says these bottles that were on 
display are from the mid-19 century. 

Collection of the Month

Lawndale Manor resident turns 104!

Lawndale Manor resident Cecelia Amato celebrated her 104th birthday in 
March! A few of her neighbors sang happy birthday and presented her with 
a beautiful card. Cecelia was asked how she made it to 104. Her response? 
Healthy food and pinochle. Pictured from left to right: Cecelia at her birth-
day celebration; Cecelia with her friend and fellow centenarian Marcella 
Fellin on St. Patrick's Day; and Cecelia after receiving her first dose of the 
COVID-19 vaccine on Feb. 25. 

St. Patrick's Day

PPH residents and staff celebrated St. Patrick's Day on March 
17 with a special St. Patrick's Day food menu in the Bistro, and 
residents were treated to a gift bag of goodies. Pictured from left to 
right: Personal Care Webb resident Patricia Donahue, PC Move-In 
Coordinator Mary Bargerhuff, and Life Enrichment Director Kathy 
Nucero. Many residents and staff wore green attire, and some wore 
the green PPH mask that was given out on Founders' Day. 
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PPH recognized four more Guard-
ian Angels, which makes for 11 total 
in 2021 as of March 25. 

Eileen Bratton, 3-11 p.m. Nurs-
ing Supervisor, chose to recognize 
Ryan Donaghy of the Security 
department for his thoughtful and 
kind nature. After a long day, Eileen 
was relieved to head home. As she 
walked to her car, she noticed it 
was snowed in. Exhausted, she 
walked back inside to get a shovel 
to dig it out. Ryan was also heading 
home for the night, but saw Eileen 
and proceeded to shovel out her 
car. Ryan’s act of kindness means a 
lot to Eileen and she said she can-
not thank him enough. 

Lawndale Manor residents Pa-
tricia Coyne and Joe Brown recog-
nized Lisa Rubin-Wallack and Carrie 
Gabryelewicz of Social Services.

"With a deeply profound sense 
of equity and justice, a remarkable 
work ethic, and a quiet and un-
wavering strength of purpose, Lisa 
calmly and resourcefully handles 
both mundane and life changing is-
sues and challenges that residents 
and their families face with creativ-
ity, skill, and compassion." 

"With a distinctive bounce to her 
walk and a steel trap focus, Carrie 
is a force to be reckoned with as 
she so capably and energetically 
deals with anything and everything 
that comes her way - effectively 
and efficiently."

Mike McLaverty of the Informa-
tional Technology department was 
recognized by Gateway Manor 
resident Ann Alexander for his 
patience while assisting a resident 
setting up her computer. 

"Without your help, it would have 
been impossible for me to com-
plete my project on time," Ann said.

A Guardian Angel donation is a 
meaningful way to express your 
gratitude for a special PPH caregiv-
er or other staff member who made 
a difference in your life or the life of 
a loved one. 

Recognize his or her quality care 

and service by making a Guardian 
Angel gift of $250 in their honor. 
Your gift supports the PPH mission 
and further enhances all aspects of 
resident life.

For more information on PPH's 
Guardian Angel program, how to 

nominate a Guardian Angel and to 
view past recipients, visit https://
pphfamily.org/giving/guardian-
angel-giving/

Recent recipients can also be 
seen on the display board near 
Scoops.

Four new Guardian Angels recognized

Ryan Donaghy with 3-11 p.m. Nursing Supervisor Eileen Bratton.

Lisa Rubin-Wallack, pictured (center) with VP of Residential Living and  
Personal Care Mary Ann Parisse and PPH President & CEO John Dubyk.

Mike McLaverty with VP of Marketing & Communications Shannon Grieb. 

Carrie Gabryelewicz with PPH Auxiliary President & Lawndale Manor resident 
Patricia Coyne.
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*Subject to change based on the 
COVID-19 positivity rate and active 
cases at PPH.

* Visitation: To schedule a visit, 
call: 215-697-8085 for Independent 
Living, 215-697-8224 for Personal 
Care, 215-697-8130 for Pathways/
Nursing. 

Google Duo Calls: We encour-
age you to schedule a Google Duo 
call with our Life Enrichment team. 
Email stayconnected@pphfamily.org 
to schedule a call.

Prospective Residents: If you 
know someone interested in learn-
ing more about PPH, have them give 
us a call at 215-697-8086 or email 
info@pphfamily.org. 

* Wellness Center: The Well-
ness Center has reopened for 
independent living residents, by 
appointment only. Please call 8007 
to schedule your 45-minute visit. 
The Wellness Center will be open 
on Mondays, Wednesdays & Fri-
days from 8:15 a.m. to 12 noon and 
Tuesdays and Thursdays from 2 to 
4 p.m. There will be temperature 
checks, social distancing must be 
followed and most importantly you 
must wear a mask at all times while 
exercising. You are also encouraged 
to bring a refillable water bottle to 
be used at the filling stations. 

* Swimming Pool: The pool has 
reopened for independent liv-
ing residents. Hours are Mondays 
Wednesdays and Fridays from 2 to 
4 p.m. and Tuesdays and Thursdays 
from 8:15 a.m. to 12 noon. There are 
restrictions — up to five people 
allowed in at a time, appointment 
only, and masks and social distanc-
ing are required — but residents 

and Wellness Center staff were all 
optimistic and excited about the 
reopening. A mask is not required 
during lap swimming, but is required 
otherwise.  

* Dining: Open for limited seating 
to independent living residents. The 
Cafe is open for breakfast only and 
the bistro is open from 11:30 a.m. to 
1:30 p.m. and 2:15 to 4 p.m.

PPH Auxiliary: The next meeting 
will be held on PPH TV channel 57 on 
Tuesday, April 13 at 11:30 a.m. 

Membership in the PPH Auxiliary 
is open to PPH residents, staff, and 
community supporters (only $5 per 
year). Dating back to its origins as 
the PPH Ladies Aid Society in 1889, 
the Auxiliary continues its initia-
tives to support the PPH mission, 
Benevolent Care and staff/resident 
gratitude activities. Contact Patricia 
Coyne (L-5110; x8403; cameo1200@
gmail.com) to become a member or 
for more information. 

Chatty Patty: Patricia Coyne also 
holds "Chatty Patty" every Thursday 
at 11 a.m. on PPH channel 7 (ex-
cept the second Thursday of each 
month). Topics range from history to 
fun facts. 

Food Collection: The PPH Food 
Drive is a one- year commitment 
to local food pantries in this area. 
During February, March and April, 
we will be supporting the “Food for 
Hope” program connected to Me-
morial Presbyterian Church in Fox 
Chase.  

Food will be collected the last 
week of the month and then deliv-
ered the first day of the following 
month. There will be two collection 
sites: the vending machines area lo-

cated near the Wellness Center and 
in front of the Security desk.

The following items are most 
needed: cereal, canned vegetables, 
canned soup, dry pasta, pasta sauce, 
black tea bags, canned tuna, canned 
chicken, boxed mac and cheese, 
peanut butter, jelly, canned ravioli, 
canned SpaghettiOs, Jello snack 
packs, juice boxes, pudding snack 
packs, hot Cocoa packs. Any ques-
tions? Call Tom Sexton at 8368. 

Resident Talent Show: PPH is put-
ting together a talent show that will 
air on PPH's in-house TV sometime 
during the summer. If interested in 
participating, please contact  
Kathy Nucero at 8505 or  
knucero@pphfamily.org. Talents may 
include: singing, dancing, poetry, 
storytelling, juggling, magic tricks, a 
short skit or stand-up comedy rou-
tine, among many other possibilities.

REACH: Anyone interested in 
helping to distribute or assemble 
REACH (inserting the birthday list 
and in-house calendar), please con-
tact REACH editor Mike Berman at 
8003 or mberman@pphfamily.org

Voting: PPH’s Social Hall will NOT 
be a polling location for the Primary 
Election on Tuesday, May 18. We en-
courage all residents to use a mail-in 
ballot to vote. If you voted by mail 
last year, you should have received a 
letter from the Philadelphia County 
Board of Elections. Please complete 
and follow instructions for the an-
nual request to vote by mail. Any 
changes to your voter registrations 
must be submitted to the Voting 
Commission by Monday, May 3. If 
you have any questions on voting, 
please contact Bill Conaway at 8194.

NEWS BRIEFS

★ Dorothy Smith recently moved to 
PPH from Cherry Hill, N.J. 

Dorothy grew up in West Philly. She at-
tended Neshaminy High School in Lang-
horne, Pa.

She worked as a manager of an apartment building 
in Burlington, N.J.

She has five children, four sons and one daughter; 
and three grandchildren, two boys and one girl.

Dorothy enjoys reading, knitting and crocheting.  

New to PPH
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THE PPH MISSION

Guided by Christian values, the mission of The Philadelphia Protestant Home  
is to provide a caring senior living community that affords its residents 

the opportunity to achieve their highest possible quality of life.

What are your core values? There 
is within each of us a strong desire 
to serve the values that are at the 
heart of each of us. These are the 
values we believe reflect God—the 
nature of who God is. These values 
reflect who we are as individu-
als and who we are as people. For 
example, there is within us a strong 
desire to live with courage and 
compassion, to do what we believe 
is right despite resistance and the 
challenge, and to act with kind-
ness and self-reflection in all that 
we do. There is within us a strong 
desire to work for justice and peace, 

confident that these two values are 
ultimately inseparable. Without jus-
tice, there can be no peace. There is 
within us a strong desire to submit 
ourselves to the value of equity; 
believing fervently that all of us are 
of equal importance in the eyes of 
God; being aware intentionally that 
many grievances and resentments 
come from the fear of losing an ad-
vantage we should never have had.

These are the values of faith and 
they are reflected in many different 
religious, faiths, and philosophical 
traditions. They reflect the best of 
our humanity because they reveal 

God’s presence within us, between 
us, and among us as people. We 
choose faith when we choose to 
commit ourselves to the work of 
living these values. As individuals 
and as sacred communities, we 
choose faith when we give and 
receive support for the journeys we 
travel, when we cooperate with the 
work God is doing in us, and when 
we trust the work God is doing in 
each other. This day and each day, 
for the sake of ourselves, our fami-
lies, and the world we share, let us 
choose faith. Amen.

Core values
Pastor Jack Price -  

PPH Director of Pastoral Ministries

Road, just a few miles from PPH in 
the Fox Chase neighborhood. The 
international headquarters is in Lon-
don, England.

Those in the Philadelphia area 
may be familiar with the longtime 
Medical Mission Sisters Thrift Shop 
located on the MMS property. The 
shop, which unfortunately closed 
last year, helped fund MMS projects 
around the world and here in Phila-
delphia. Some of PPH’s current MMS 
residents worked at the shop, includ-
ing Sister Jane Fell who managed 
the shop for many years.

If there is one word to describe the 
service of the Medical Mission Sis-
ters — it might very well be “pioneer-
ing.” Sister Jane Coyle said Mother 
Dengel always told the sisters they 
were pioneers, something they did 

not recognize in the moment.
“We were pioneering, but we 

didn’t realize it at the time. I don’t 
think we realize we’re also pioneer-
ing right now with regard to aging. I 
wish we were more conscious of all 

the things that we’re doing piece-
meal. But that is how it is when you 
pioneer.”

And that is certainly an accurate 
statement — we are among many 
pioneers here at PPH.

MMS >> From page 1

In 1962, 10 MMS Sisters traveled to Uganda — three of them reside at PPH 
today — Sisters Joan Doud (far left) and Rose Kershbaumer (far right), and 
(then Sister, now Associate) Darrah Degnan (sixth from left). Joan Doud went 
on to serve in hospital and village settings in Uganda for 44 years, working as 
a nurse, midwife, instructor and often had duties of a physician.
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