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Reflections on 'The Most Wonderful Time of the Year'
Many of us have holiday memo-

ries and traditions that we cherish. 
It could be a story passed on for 
generations or a moment from a 
few years ago — the most wonder-
ful time of the year brings about 
much love and joy. 

A group of PPH Alpha Manor 
residents came together in No-
vember to record their holiday 
program. They read their favorite 
holiday stories and shared their 
memories of family traditions and 
Christmases long, long ago.

Sisters Jean Holland and Barbara 
Boyle went with their father to buy 
a tree on many Christmas Eves — 
trees were usually less expensive 
as Christmas approached, but find-
ing a nice tree often took trips to 
many places. They would decorate 
the tree on Christmas Eve, with or-
naments and plenty of tinsel. After 
the tree was decorated, the sisters 
and their brother would lie on their 
backs under the tree and play a 
game called "I See Something."

But the tradition under the tree 
did not end after childhood. The 
siblings got together every year — 
even as their families grew — and 
would lie on their back and play 
the game. 

"[There were] three adults lying 
under the tree playing 'I See Some-
thing'" Jean laughed.

Many have humorous moments 
they look back on and laugh about, 
such as Natalie Hardiman. Natalie 
had a neighbor who brought her 
family a big box of danishes one 
Christmas Eve. Her family enjoyed 
the danishes the next morning, 
only to find a surprise a few days 
later.

"What did you bake them at? 350 
or 325?" her neighbor asked a few 
days later.

"Bake them? I didn’t bake them!" 
Natalie said back to her neighbor.

"We ate them raw and they were 
delicious," Natalie laughed. "We 

[my family] still talk about that 
from time to time."

Darrah Degnan told the story 
of the stranger who saved Christ-
mas for her family when she was 
a young girl by helping set up her 
mother's gift. Christine Groeber re-
called her father playing the zither 
and singing German folk songs and 
German Christmas songs with him. 
Lawrence H. Geller told the story 
of Hanukkah and sang Hanukkah 
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PPH honored the newest members of the 20-Year 
Club on Nov. 19. Formed by Vice President of Human 
Resources Daphne Floyd in the mid 1990s, PPH’s 20-Year 
Club recognizes staff who have worked in the com-
munity for two decades or more. There are now 74 total 
members (current and former PPH staff) inducted into 
the club. 

PPH hopes to have a proper ceremony later in 2021 for 
the 2020 inductees.

★ Miriam Sands recently moved into 
Gateway Manor from the Northwood sec-
tion of Philadelphia. 

Miriam grew up in Port Richmond and 
attended Little Flower High School. She 
worked as a secretary for the federal gov-
ernment, as well as Friends Hospital.

Miriam is one of 11 children and is an aunt to 57 
nieces and nephews! She enjoyed traveling during 
her younger years. She is Catholic and belongs to St. 
Martin of Tours Church.

★ Leda Jomeruck recently moved into 
Alpha Manor from Center City, Philadel-
phia. 

Leda grew up in Atlantic City, N.J. and 
attended Atlantic City High School. She 
attended Kings College in Delaware as 

well as Temple University.

Leda worked as a medical technologist at Temple 
University Hospital and CHOP.

Leda enjoys swimming, reading the newspaper and 
doing crossword puzzles. She is Presbyterian and 
belongs to Tenth Presbyterian Church on 17th and 
Spruce streets.

★ Kenneth Urbany recently moved into 
Gateway Manor from the Somerton sec-
tion of Philadelphia. 

Kenneth grew up in Lawncrest and 
attended Olney High School. He worked 
at The Budd Company on Red Lion Road, 

and was also a prison guard for many years.
Kenneth has two sons and two grandchildren. He is 

a history buff, and enjoys reading Civil War literature 
and the Bible. He enjoyed traveling during his younger 
years. 

Kenneth is Protestant and belongs to Calvery Cha-
pel Church. He says he's happy to be at PPH.

New Residents

Many PPH 
staff —  
particu-
larly those in 
Pathways — 
celebrated 
Halloween 
on Friday, 
Oct. 30. 

Halloween in PathwaysPPH's 20-Year Club adds 
new members

New inductees (from left to right): Robin Walker, Senquetta 
Kennedy and Octavia Bailey.
Not pictured: Arlene Rodriguez, Barry Fineman.
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Filming for the holidays

Alpha Manor and Gateway Manor taped their socially-distanced holiday parties in November.  
Those in attendance sang Christmas carols, read poems, and reminisced about family traditions of past 
and present. Gateway's party will air on PPH TV Dec. 4, 2 p.m.; Alpha's party will air Dec. 18, 2 p.m. 
Lawndale Manor's Holiday Party is being filmed in December and will air Dec. 11 and 14, 2 p.m. 
All three will air on PPH channel 4, and re-air Christmas Day on PPH channel 55. 
See the January issue of REACH for photos of Lawndale's party.

Christmas Cards on Sale
Pathways resident and longtime artist 

Ted Cherrington is selling Christmas cards 
to PPH residents and staff, (first-come, first 
served) with proceeds going to Benevolent 
Care. If you'd like to buy a card, please con-
tact Marge Felix at mfelix@pphfamily.org 
or Carol Cherrington at 8331.
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Veterans Day

PPH held a flag-raising ceremony on Veterans Day morning. State Representative Jared Solomon delivered 
remarks, as did Director of Community Relations Bill Conaway, Pastor Jack Price and Executive Assistant to the 
President & CEO Kathy Wersinger. PPH Security Officer Jorge Rodriguez raised the US flag. PPH Lawndale Man-
or resident Audrey Alston sang the Star Spangled Banner and Alpha Manor resident Jim Walker played TAPS on 
his saxophone. PPH also delivered a boxed lunch of Mission BBQ to all resident-veterans and their spouses. This 
ceremony aired later that afternoon on PPH TV.

The PPH Auxiliary sponsored a "Hoagie 
Day" on Nov. 12 for Philadelphia's 2nd Police 
District. Hoagies for both day and night 
shift were sent over to the 2nd District's 
new building (2117 Cottman Ave.) from Cas-
tor Pizza.

Thank you to the 2nd District officers and 
the entire Philadelphia Police Department 
for your dedication and service.

Pictured left: 2nd District Community Rela-
tions Officer Mark Mroz, Steve of Castor Pizza, 
PPH President & CEO John Dubyk and PPH  
Auxiliary President Patricia Coyne.

PPH thanks PPD — Auxilary treats the 2nd District to hoagies

From left to right: Bill Conaway, Jorge Rodriguez, Alpha Manor resident Virtner Hynes, Lawndale Manor resident Hugh 
Lynch Sr. and Pathways resident Ronald Zabielski. 

Blankets to-go
PPH residents get together on Tuesday morn-

ings (masks and social distancing required) in 
the Craft Room to knit blankets. Many of these 
blankets have been sent to St. Christopher's 
Hospital, Bryn Mawr Hospice, and Stitch Cen-
tral, a fabric, yarn and quilt shop in Huntingdon 
Valley, Pa. A total of 90 blankets and hats have 
been sent out since July. If you are interested in 
knitting from your apartment at your own leisure, 
contact Life Enrichment.

Note: This photo was taken a few days before 
PPH made the decision to tighten restrictions on 
small gatherings. The Craft Room is now closed. Clockwise from bottom left: June Wodowski, Marianne Vescovich, 

Betty Bedford, Marge Gentles and Dorothy "Dolly" Lafferty.



"HANDKERCHIEFS:  Nothing to Sneeze at!" from Lawndale 
Manor resident Patricia Coyne was November's Collection 
of the Month. Did you know that handkerchiefs were used 
to communicate messages? For example, if a woman was 
interested in a man, she would get his attention by wiping 
her handkerchief across her lips while making eye contact. 
December: Lawndale Manor Virginia Murphy's Christmas 
Collection.
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For employee 
of the month 
nominations, 
contact Jan-
ice Aouta at  
8193 or 
jaouta@pph-
family.org.

Employee of the Month
Jonathan Rittenburg

Jonathan Rittenburg started as a PPH volunteer 
during his high school years. He began working in our 
Security department in November 2019 and has done a 
tremendous job of fitting right in with the team! 

Nominated by a resident for his pleasantness and 
dedicated work, we are proud to have him as our De-
cember Employee of the Month. 

Congratulations Jonathan!
Thank you for doing “Whatever it takes”

Show off your mask
If you have a 
unique mask 
that you'd 
like to have 
featured in 
REACH, be 
sure to send 
us a photo or 
ask REACH 
editor Mike 
Berman to 
take your 
photo. He 
can be 
reached 
at 8003 or 
mberman@
pphfamily.
org. 

Collection of the Month

PPH's newest centenarian

Pathways resident Edith Thomas celebrated her 100th 
birthday in November with Pathways staff, including 
Thuy Dinh and Shannon Kilner.
Edith is one of 11 centenarians living at PPH.

Gobble Gobble says  
Life Enrichment Director 
Kathy Nucero



PPH's Guardian Angel program continues to grow
PPH added two more employees 

as Guardian Angels in November 
— Independent Living Sales Spe-
cialist Karen Votel and Naila Dean 
of Pathways Nursing!

Karen was recognized by Lawn-
dale Manor residents Barbara 
Berger and Marge and Tom Sexton. 
All three expressed their apprecia-
tion for Karen.

"When we think about moving 
from our home to PPH, we are 
flooded with gratitude for our life 
now. This would not have been 
possible had it not been for Karen. 
Karen absorbs the energy of PPH 
and exemplifies everything the 
mission stands for."

Naila was recognized by Chuck 
and Priscilla Henry. Priscilla is a 
Gateway Manor resident, and her 
husband Chuck is a Pathways 
resident. 

"Naila is kind, patient, respectful 
and intuitive. Naila has a positive 
disposition and offers encourage-
ment which helps make life better. 
She goes the extra mile by picking 
out my outfits each day, getting me 
out of bed, and using the lift prop-
erly among so many other special 
things to make my care feel like 
partnership." Chuck Henry, Path-
ways resident

Congratulations Karen and Naila!
To learn how you can make a 

Guardian Angel gift in honor of 
a special PPH employee or care-

giver, or to view our other Guardian 
Angels, visit pphfamily.org/giving/
guardian-angel-giving/

Auxiliary donates to Benevolent Care, Employee Appreciation Fund
The PPH Auxiliary pre-
sented a $4,000 check 
for Benevolent Care 
and a $1,000 check to 
the PPH Employee Ap-
preciation Fund. 
From left to right: PPH 
President & CEO John 
Dubyk, Controller Bar-
bara Stanton, Lawndale 
Manor resident Joe 
Brown and Director 
of Fund Development 
Deanna Keough, and 
Gateway Manor resi-
dent Art Kramer.
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Our year-end cam-
paign, "Strengthen-
ing Connections 
- The Campaign for 
Campus-Wide WiFi" is ongoing. The 
campaign letter, sent to apartments 
and homes in mid-November, 
serves as our annual fall appeal for 
year-end contributions to help off-
set the cost of implementing high-
speed wireless internet throughout 
the PPH campus.

This critical infrastructure not 
only enables fast and easy internet 
connection, but it also lays the 
groundwork for fostering new and 
innovative programs and services 

that will posi-
tively impact all 
areas of PPH. 
The project will 

improve our ability to stay con-
nected to friends and family and be 
informed on the latest news and 
announcements during the CO-
VID-19 pandemic. Now more than 
ever, we understand the importance 
of meaningful interactions in your 
daily life. 

COVID-19 has increased PPH’s 
operational costs (personal protec-
tive equipment and wages for our 
health care heroes), while reducing 
our expected income generated 

through resident move-ins and 
admissions in all levels of care. This 
income is the foundation of sup-
porting operations to proudly carry 
out our 130-year mission and core 
values. 

All gifts, no matter the size, are 
greatly appreciated. PPH is thank-
ful for our corporate sponsors and 
individual donors. We have seen the 
spirit of giving this year throughout 
not only PPH, but into the greater 
community.

Call Deanna at 8586 with any 
questions, or make a secure online 
donation at www.pphfamily.org/
wifi. 

 Keeping families informed: PPH 
has created a private portal for 
resident-family members. This portal 
will be utilized for all updates that 
pertain to COVID-19. Since this por-
tal is password protected, have your 
family or Power of Attorney email 
portal@pphfamily.org for the pass-
word. This portal is only available to 
families and the Power of Attorney 
of PPH residents, and each update is 
posted on PPH's bulletin boards for 
residents and staff.

Visitation: All visits are canceled 
until further notice. We encourage 
you to schedule a Google Duo call 
with our Life Enrichment team. Email 
stayconnected@pphfamily.org to 
schedule a call. (Nursing calls are 
suspended as of Nov. 24 to eliminate 
potential COVID-19 spread)

Prospective Residents: If you 
know someone interested in learn-
ing more about PPH, have them give 
us a call at 215-697-8086 or email 
info@pphfamily.org. Tours are closed 
until further notice.

Wellness Center: Closed until 
further notice. Some programs may 
continue in the courtyard, weather 
permitting. For more information, 
call Maureen or Kayla at 8007.

Dining: Closed for table services, 
will be available for take-out only. 

Craft Room: Closed until further 
notice.

Library: Closed until further  
notice. If you would like assistance 
setting up an account to receive 
reading materials, contact Carol 
Altimari. 

Chef's Market: The popular Chef's 
Market will return Wednesday,  
Dec. 9 and Dec. 23, 10 a.m. in the 
Fountain Room.

Pearl Harbor Remembrance  
Ceremony: Each year on Dec. 7, 
the Philadelphia Protestant Home 
conducts a Flag Raising Ceremony 
to honor and remember the 2,403 
service members and civilians who 
were killed during the Japanese at-
tack on Pearl Harbor. This ceremony 
will be recorded and then broad-
casted at 2 p.m. on Dec. 7 on PPH 
channel 4.

Toys for Tots: Celebrate the holi-
day season and make a child’s holi-
day bright with a new unwrapped 
toy! PPH will have a box located 
outside of the Business Office until 
Dec. 10. 

Food Drive: The Philadelphia Prot-
estant Home is conducting a Food 
Drive to support a local food pantry 
in Lawncrest that serves the people 
living in zip codes 19111 and 19120. 
Here are some suggested items: 

canned beans, dry beans, peanut 
butter, canned fruit, canned veg-
etables, canned tuna in water, low 
sodium soups and boxes of cereal. 
There will be a drop-off box outside 
of the Business Office until Wednes-
day, Dec. 16. 

PPH Auxiliary: The next meeting 
will be held on PPH TV channel 57 on 
Tuesday, Dec. 14 at 11:30 a.m. All in-
person Auxiliary activities have been 
canceled until further notice. Mem-
bership is open to all residents and 
staff (only $5/year!) to support PPH 
gratitude and Benevolent Care. For 
membership information, contact a 
member or Patricia Coyne at 8403. 

Piano: Patricia Coyne will continue 
playing the piano Tuesdays and 
Wednesdays, 6 p.m, PPH channel 57.

Chatty Patty: Patricia Coyne also 
holds "Chatty Patty" every Thursday 
at 11 a.m. on PPH channel 7 (ex-
cept the second Thursday of each 
month). Topics range from history to 
fun facts. 

NEWS BRIEFS AND EVENTS:
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New PPH rocks are still popping up 
throughout the community. 

'Strengthening Connections' this holiday season



THE PPH MISSION

Guided by Christian values, the mission of The Philadelphia Protestant Home  
is to provide a caring senior living community that affords its residents 

the opportunity to achieve their highest possible quality of life.
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The story of the sheep and the 
goats is the last story Jesus told in 
the Gospel of Matthew. It is a great 
story for those of us who still like to 
exercise a little judgment and con-
demnation every once in a while. 
It is a story about the little guys: all 
those left out or ignored or even 
exploited by those in power; about 
the hungry, thirsty, homeless, and 
destitute; those without health insur-
ance, those in prison or on parole. It 
is good for us to be reminded that 
God really is present in “the least of 
these.” 

In a workshop for a group of elderly 
retired Roman Catholic nuns, this 
story helped shape the focus on 
healing images of God--the idea that 
a loving God would not send people 
to hell, would never condemn them 
to everlasting torment, that God’s 

love would always provide a way out. 
One sister questioned them: “But 

what about the story of the sheep 
and the goats? It says right there 
that the sheep go to heaven and the 
goats go to hell.” The leaders re-
sponded by asking the whole group, 
“How many of you, even once in your 
life, have done what Jesus asks at 
the beginning of the passage and fed 
a hungry person, clothed a naked 
person or visited a person in prison? 
All the sisters raised their hands. 
"That’s wonderful! You’re all sheep! 
“Now, how many of you, even once 
in your life, have walked by a hun-
gry person, failed to clothe a naked 
person or not visited someone in 
prison?” Slowly, all the sisters raised 
their hands. “That’s too bad. You’re 
all goats.” The sisters looked worried 
and perplexed. Then suddenly one 
very old sister’s hand shot up. She 
blurted out, “I get it! We’re all good 
goats!” 

All of us who have felt alienated, 
unloved, and overwhelmed by shame 
or helplessly caught in an addic-
tion know what it’s like to be in hell. 
All of us who have been welcomed 
home, who have seen our goodness 
reflected in the affirming eyes of 
another or who have been loved into 
recovery know what it’s like to be in 
heaven. Most of us were taught that 
God would love us if and when we 
change. The truth is that God loves 
us so that we can change. God’s love 
empowers us to change. When we 
rest in God’s mercy, we will find the 
capacity to change. And it may be 
that no one will be more surprised 
than you and me when we change. 
That’s when we know it’s a gift!  At 
this season, we can all be thankful 
for the ways we change and grow, 
thankful for healing images of God 
that restore our capacity to hope, 
and the people in our lives who re-
mind us just how much we are loved.

Reflections
A Healing Image

songs with Bernice Segal. Other 
residents gave their recollections 
and read their favorite holiday sto-
ries or poems.

This year’s holidays will be differ-
ent due to the COVID-19 pandemic 
— most families will take a cau-
tious approach, which may result 
in canceled gatherings. It is unfor-
tunate, but one thing we all can 
do is try to make the best of the 
circumstances. It is possible you 

will establish a new tradition or 
make a new memory that you will 
cherish for many years to come or 
look back and laugh about it.

Here are some ideas:
1. Take part in a virtual chat with 

extended family. Reminisce about 
holiday gatherings from previous 
years.

2. Call an old friend or family 
member you have not chatted with 
recently.

3. Knock on a neighbor’s door to 
wish them Happy Holidays, while 

wearing a mask and social distanc-
ing. If you enjoy baking, bring some 
cookies.  

4. Browse through old family pho-
tos and videos of past holidays.

5. Watch your favorite holiday 
movies, play and sing your favorite 
holiday songs with those in your 
household.

Each Independent Living build-
ing's holiday party will air on PPH 
TV channel 4 throughout  
December. See page 3 for dates 
and times.

Traditions >> From Page 1

Pastor Jack Price -  
PPH Director of Pastoral Ministries


