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October Events
October 1st - Thursday
10:00 a.m. to 1:00 p.m. 
Senior Exhibition
State Senator Christine 
Tartaglione’s senior exhibition. 

October 2nd - Friday
2:00 p.m.
Voter Registration Drive
Representatives from the 
Voting Commission will provide 
the appropriate forms and
assistance. 

October 15th - Thursday
3:30 p.m. to 6:30 p.m.
Pork & Sauerkraut Dinner
Proceeds benefit the PPh
Benevolent Care Fund and 
tickets can be purchased at 
the time of admission.

October 27th - Tuesday
12:00 p.m.
The Golden Girls: Murder 
Mystery
Seating is limited - purchase 
your tickets in our business 
office ASAP!

All events will be held in the 
PPh Social Hall. 

PPh has held a fundraising gala in October for the past ten years.  
Although it was initially held in our Social Hall, a larger venue was 
quickly necessary and we settled upon Cannstatter Volksfest-Verein, 
which we have a long and storied relationship.  Approximately 300 
guests attended last year’s event, which raised over $70,000 for our 
benevolent care fund.  The previous eight galas raised a combined 
amount of over $550,000, and we are hopeful that this year’s event, 
in conjunction with our 125th Anniversary Campaign, will be our 
biggest to date.

This year’s gala will take place at Cannstatter Volksfest-Verein on 
Friday, October 9, 2015.  The theme, in keeping with our German 
heritage and our 125th Anniversary, is “An Evening on the Rhine.”  
The evening will feature a cocktail reception and silent auction, 
gourmet dinner, raffle, drawings, live music from Jellyroll and plenty 
of dancing. 
 
The gala committee and all of us here at PPh would like to formally 
invite you to attend.  Tickets can be purchased in the Fund 
Development department or by calling Diane Nawn at 215-697-8568.  
We hope to see you there!

Editor: Daniel Loughrey

The Philadelphia Protestant Home
6500 Tabor Avenue
Philadelphia, PA 19111

215-697-8003

An Evening 

on the Rhine



Playing in Japan, Charlie Manuel’s power pushed the Yakult 
Swallows to the Japan Central League Championship and 
Japan Series Title for the first time in the history of the 
franchise.  He hit .312 with 39 homers and 103 RBIs in the 
regular season.

Yakult’s authoritarian management disliked many things about 
Manuel, from his taste in fast food to his habit of calling
coaches by their first name.  Yakult traded Manuel to the 
lowly Kintetsu Buffaloes before the 1979 season.  The 
Kintetsu team reached the playoffs for the first time in 
franchise history with Manuel in the line up.  When pitching
around Manuel didn’t work, team occasionally pitched at him.  

They brought guys out of the minor leagues to hit him.  One 
pitcher escaped his fate by running into centerfield and 
jumping over the fence.  It was all kind of amusing, the 
redheaded, red-faced yank chasing pitchers all over the park.  

The Red Devil
Mike Fesnak, PPh Resident

Charlie Manuel as a member of the 
Kintetsu Buffaloes.

Wearing the helmet in the photo to the upper-right is Charlie Manuel, dubbed “The Red Devil” in Japan.  
While playing with the Kintetsu Buffaloes of the Japanese Pacific League in 1979, Manuel was hit in the 
face by a pitch, breaking his jaw.  He returned six weeks later, sporting a football-style batting helmet.  
Manuel went on to win the Pacific League MVP while batting .324 with 37 home runs and 94 RBIs in 
1979. 

This is the end of my sixth inning. 

We have a new, large-print addition to the PPh Library!  Nemesis, an FBI thriller by New York Times 
bestselling author, Catherine Coulter, is available for your enjoyment. 

When Special Agent Lacey Sherlock foils a terrorist attack at JFK airport, she thinks her job is done and 
turns the reins over to the FBI.  But stopping the grenade-carrying crazy person was only the 
beginning.  Another plot unfolds simultaneously with a bomb at St. Patrick’s Cathedral.  The terrorist 
at JFK refuses to speak to anyone but Sherlock.  Meanwhile, Agent Savich has his hands full trying to 
track an elusive murderer who looks like a Hollywood Dracula.  When Dracula’s attempts to kill Savich 
collide with Sherlock’s terrorist case, strange things happen.  Who is really behind the bombing attack 
at St. Patrick’s?  How does Savich’s mysterious killer fit into Sherlock’s terrorist investigation?  Agents 
Savich and Sherlock race against the clock, as more lives are in danger with every passing minute. 

New Large-Print Addition to the PPh Library!
Nancy Post, PPh Resident



Mary Auwarter  1
Herbert Ganssloser  1
Janice Jung   1
Elsie Krell   1
Emma Osborn  2
Mae Rogers   2
Irene Majer   3
Alvin Press   4
Edna Kulesza   4
Dorothy Slanga  5
Dolores Barraclough  6
Jean Spengler  7
Margaret Kinser  8
Miriam Davidson  8
Helen Waldowski  9
Rose Cardullo  9

Staff Birthdays

In Memoriam
Eleanor McEachern           William Kavash           Verda McBratney           Promilla Samuel

Charles E. Meussner          Rita Hartman          Irma Morrissey           Oliver “Clutch” Barraclough  

Resident Birthdays
Francis Clyde   9
Wilson Huffnagle, Jr. 9
Owen Rooney  10
Margaret Weltz  10
Robert Quigley  10
Charles Averell  11
Viola Comas   12
Lena Wallack   12
John Streff   13
Marie Armstrong  17
Robert Rabel   17
Hans Steinhofer  18
John Carty   19
John Lugrine   19
Nara Cole   20
Hilda Giordano  20

Marianne Black  21
Charlotte Corcoran  22
Robert Gruber  22
Ellen Evans   22
Angeline Altomari  23
John Murphy   25
David Elliott   25
Fay Rosenthal  26
Dorothy Gawinowicz  26
Margaret Muza  27
Emma Young   27
Mildred Boeve  29
Thelma Townsend  30
Lawrence Horwitz  31
Rose Marie Niehaus  31
Elizabeth Morlock  31

Rita Jiwanmall  1
Figerete Hyseni  2
Neon Brown   2
Deborah Andrews  3
Barbara Stanton  3
Jamie Coates   4
Mary Thomas   4
Jeffry Jaskolka  4
Bill Conaway   5
Saramma Thomas  5
David Nater   6
Aqeela Joseph  6
Amelia Jabar   6
Tanya Gilbert   7
James Buchanan  8

Violette Charles   8
Olive Gunter    9
John Elliott    10
Daphne Floyd   10
Maryann Parisse   12
Sharon Williams   12
Anthony Fernandez-Gonzalez 13
Annie Nainan    13
Deanna Keough   14
Richard Hartmann   15
Saramma Raju   17
Janice Walters   17
Gwen Toffling   18
Kornelia Kruger   18
Natesha Tate    19

Walter Mottershead  20
Kevin Crossen  20
Pearl Pierre-Paul  20
Richard Rodriguez  21
Salim John   21
Catherine Boland  23
Charles McAllister, Jr 23
Hanan Mall   24
Dennis Schwinger  25
Heather McLaughlin  26
Mary Smith   27
Cynthia Faillace  28
Leonne Edouard  28
Rosa Gedeus   30

HAPPY BIRTHDAY



In the spring of 1971, a nine-year old girl was attacked in the Port Richmond neighborhood of 
Philadelphia.  She was walking home from a friend’s house when two males attacked her and dragged 
her to the wooded area where Allegheny Ave. ends near the Delaware River.  She was beaten to near 
death and left for dead on the railroad tracks, inevitably so that the next train to pass would finish the 
job.  

A policeman, patrolling his beat in the area, happened to find young Karen laying on the tracks that 
day.  She was unconscious and losing blood from her various injuries.  The policeman assumed she 
was dead, but upon checking her pulse, found her to still be clinging to life.  He picked up her limp 
body and rushed her to the closest hospital, Northeastern, on the corner of Aramingo and Allegheny.  
Dr. Merylee Jost was the neurosurgeon on call that day, and she rushed over upon hearing of the 
gruesome details.  Most in the hospital assumed that the young girl would not survive, but Dr. Jost 
prepared for surgery nonetheless.  The patient was revealed to have a fractured skull, so the doctor 
prepared a steel plate to insert in to the patient’s head.  Today, these steel plates are created 
specifically for each individual in need by a computer.  In 1971, however, the steel was a universal size 
and the doctor had to craft it by hand, on the spot, for the patient.  As the nurses fought to keep the 
patient alive, Dr. Jost prepared the steel plate.  The operation was successful, and nine-year old Karen 
survived.

Over the years, Karen’s mother, Kate, and family would periodically send cards to Dr. Jost and update 
her on how her daughter was doing.  The doctor eventually changed practices and upon remarrying, 
took her husband’s name, Warthen.  Her and Kate eventually lost touch as a result.

As of the summer of 2015, Karen is a lieutenant in the Hampton Police Department down in Virginia.  
She often visits her hometown of Philadelphia to see her mother and also visit a family friend, Heidi 
Averhoff, here at PPh.  Earlier this summer, Karen was wrapping up a visit with Heidi and Heidi was 
escorting her down the hall and back to the main entrance.  On their way out, Heidi’s new neighbor 
in Midway, Dr. Merylee Werthan-Jost happened to come out of her room and say hello to Heidi.  Heidi 
said hello back to her and continued on her way with Karen.  As they went down in the elevator, Heidi 
informed Karen that Merylee was a retired neurosurgeon and had just recently moved in to PPh.  Karen 
asked what Merylee’s last name was, and Heidi informed her that her married name was Werthan.  
Karen asked if they could go back upstairs to ask her if her last name had ever been Jost.  Karen and 
Dr. Merylee Werthan-Jost had a tearful reunion as they reconnected on the fourth floor of Midway.  

In September, both Kate and Karen paid a visit to Dr. Werthan-Jost and Heidi at PPh.  They had all 
gotten back in touch and were all together again, in person, for the first time since the surgery in 
1971.  It was truly a time that they will all always remember.

Everyone Has A Story
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New Personal Care Residents

New Hires

PPh Historical Tidbits

1963 - Mrs. Brown joins Marie Ahl in the kitchen. 
She is responsible for special diets.  A new, nine 
passenger Chevrolet Greenbrier bus is purchased, 
to the delight of residents.

1964 - From the annual report- “homes are 
springing up round about us that spell out 
attractiveness, beauty, efficiency, and modern 
decor... we must do many things to be among these 
homes with a comfortable building and 
program.”

1966 - A groundbreaking ceremony is held for a 
new building project.  Mr. Gangewere and C. H. 
Schwertner and Son are selected as architect and 
general contractor, respectively.  The estimated 
cost is $905,000, including a social hall, shed and 
garage.  Originally called the North Wing, it will be 
renamed Webb Pavilion.

Marjorie Pajak   3413
Helen White   R-4405
John Zell    R-4402

Alpha Manor is now home to Ella Steiner and 
she can be reached at “8074.”  She is a retired 
tailor factory worker and has one daughter, two 
granddaughters and three great grandchildren. 
Ella was born in Lithuania and was married in 
Austria. She currently attends St. Paul’s Lutheran 
Church.

Please welcome Joyce and Bob Kerstetter to 
4715 Alpha.  They can be reached at “8475.” 
The Kerstetters join us from Glenside and they 
have been married for 58 years.  Joyce enjoys 
reading and is looking forward to using the PPh 
Library, and Bob greatly enjoys gardening and 
working with his hands.  Together they have two 
sons, one daughter and eight grandchildren.

Martine Emmanuel  Health Care
Patricia Agbote   Health Care
Lovely Ave    Health Care
Mary Pratt    Health Care
Tyler Kriebel   Security
Tyler Manning   Security
Anna Major    Personal Care
Donna Wojcik   Medical Services

WELCOME TO THE
NEIGHBORHOOD

Nice To Meet You

Expressions of Gratitude

The Auxiliary would like to extend a special 
thank you to all of those who helped with the 
recent clothing sale & flea market.  We could not 
have done it without you.
-The Auxiliary



Chaplain’s Corner
Pastor Jack Price, PPh Chaplain

The phrase, “What would Jesus do?” has not 
only been very popular in our culture, it actually 
can be a pretty good guide for our lives.  Since a 
lot of my life’s work involves words, I find myself 
wondering, “What would Jesus say” to me and 
especially to those I serve in ministry at The 
Philadelphia Protestant Home and at Bethany 
United Church of Christ.  Many of them are 
elderly and I’m aware that I am also getting 
older.  

The Way of Jesus that all of us are invited to 
follow always leads to death followed by re-birth.  
This is not only a Christian truth, but a human 
and spiritual truth! God has created the world in 
such a way that wealth and joy only comes to us 
when we stop seeking it, when we let go of what 
we thought we could never do without.  In those 
moments, we have an abundance of what really 
matters.  Our newly opened hands are filled with 
all we need.

Let us always remember that the journey of life 
is not a race to be won by the swiftest. There is 
not more to be gained by pushing our way to the 
front of the line.  We win when everyone reaches 
the mountain top and crosses the finish line. 
Life is a together thing—holistic in the very best 
sense of that idea.  We are all a part of each 
other and integrally connected.  None can be 
truly rich while any are poor.  We will find 
spiritual fulfillment we seek, the spiritual 
presence of God, reaching to us from a hospital 
bed or a wheel chair.  It is our gift in the midst of 
our brokenness.  When the rock we thought was 
so solid, crumbles and falls around us, it is only 
to reveal the deeper foundation upon which we 
can trust to build our lives anew.

It’s that time of the year again, and no I am not 
referring to Christmas - I mean “Flu Season.”  
While most flu activity occurs from October to 
May, the flu virus is detected year round.  As you 
may know, Influenza is a contagious 
respiratory illness caused by the Influenza virus.  
The symptoms of Influenza are fever, although 
not everyone with the flu will have a fever; 
cough, sore throat, runny nose, muscle or body 
aches, headache and fatigue.  Most people will 
recover in a few days to two weeks.  Those with 
multiple health issues may have a more difficult 
time in the recovery process and are at risk of 
developing pneumonia, sinus or ear infections.  If 
diagnosed early, antiviral medication is available 
to help decrease the severity of the flu. 
Otherwise, symptomatic treatment is 
recommended.  Since the flu is very contagious, 
one should stay home from work when they have 
the flu or flu-like symptoms, especially during flu 
season.

The flu is unpredictable and how severe it is can 
vary widely from one season to the next and that 
is dependent on: what flu virus is spreading, how 
available the vaccine is, how many people receive 
the vaccine and, how well the vaccine matches 
the flu virus that is causing the illness.  Many 
people make the decision not to be 
vaccinated because they feel they will then get 
the flu, which is a myth.  Young children and 
adults over age 65 should receive the Influenza 
vaccine annually.  Healthcare workers, especially 
in senior living communities, should all be vac-
cinated.  We should all “do what it takes” to keep 
everyone happy and healthy this flu season.  So, 
roll up your sleeve and take one for the team!

It’s Flu Season!
Eileen Bratton, Senior Director of 

Skilled Nursing and Infection Control



Fund Development News

Employee of the Month - October

Volunteer Corner
Carol Cherrington, PPh Volunteer Coordinator

Thank you to all who contributed recipes for our “Thyme Treasured Recipes” 

cookbook.  The cookbooks blend wonderful recipes with snippets of history 

from the 125 years in which PPh has existed.  The cookbooks will be 

available for purchase starting October 12th at a cost of $10 in our Fund 

Development department.  Proceeds will go to our 125th Anniversary 

Campaign.  Call 215-697-8586 for more information.  

Mercy Alaribe

Mercy Alaribe

Mercy is a CNA in the Personal Care Department who will
do anything asked of her with no complaints. She has a 
great personality and gets along well with her co-workers. 
The residents love Mercy, as well, and she gets to meet and
care for most in Personal Care as a floater on every floor. 
Congratulations, Mercy!  Thank you for doing “Whatever it takes.”

CONGRATULATIONS 
to

 Jim Leahy
 of Gateway Manor, who is the 

“Volunteer of the Month” for October.  Jim 
has been a PPh Volunteer since January 
2015.  In that short time, Jim has been a 

very busy volunteer.  He generously donates 
his time and energy delivering packages 
throughout the building and is also is a 

receptionist at the Pathways Reception Desk.  
Jim is a very pleasant gentleman who does 

an excellent job in every department that he 
volunteers.  He is an asset to our Volunteer 

Program.

Jim Leahy

Trick or Treat! 

Students from 
Rhawnhurst School, who 

are in our 
Intergenerational 

Program with our PPh 
Volunteer Coaches, will 

be here on Friday, 
October 30th, to go 

Trick-or-Treating in our 
Social Hall at 9:30 AM.  

All are invited!  Candy for 
the students will be on 
sale in the Gift Shop.
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PPh at a Glance

Above: Margaret “Peg” McGuigan and two 
PPh Summer Campers enjoy some arts 

and crafts in Pathways on August 11. Above: Pat (left), a friend from the community, and
PPh President & Chief Executive Officer 

Anthony Manzo (right) during The Auxiliary’s Clothing Sale 
and Flea Market on September 15.

Above: Karen (left) and Dr. Merrylee 
Werthan-Jost catch up in Midway.

Above:  Ron Hugo says goodbye to the lazy, 
hazy days of summer!

Left: Firefighter Boyd from the Philadelphia Fire 
Department’s Engine 64 with PPh residents 
Bob Gruber (left) and Frank Foster (right) at our 
Patriot Day Ceremony on September 11.

Above: Happy 60th Anniversary to 
Donald and Anna Marie Bresnan!


